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Hampshire I must vote in favor of the postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.CONNESS. My recollection of the prog- 
ress of this measure, and the period at which the 
request of the honorable gentleman from New 
Hampshire was made, was that it was made upon 
the proposition to take up the resolution, and 
then it was that I took the liberty to suggest that 
it had better be taken up and then a determina- 
tion arrived at as to whether a vote would be 
asked to-day or not. I then understood that 
the Senator, although with some little reluctance, 
to some extent withdrew his desire for a post- 
yonement; but before I had that understanding it 
fad occurred to my own mind to move its post- 
ponement until the 5th of January, if he were in 
earnest in his desire to discuss the question. If 
he really does desire to discuss the question, of 
course no Senator would press the resolution to 
a vote, under the cjrcumstances, against that re- 
quest. 

I say this not only for myself, but I think for 
the honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. L understood that to be the 
temper ofthe Senator from New Hampshire. We 
know that he is always ready to make a speech 
without preparation; and while he felt it to be his 
duty to make a speech on the subject before it 
should be determined and voted upon definitely, 
1 rather took it by the Senator’s manner (which 
is not difficult to be read, | think,) that he was 
half willing to withdraw it and allow a vote to be 
bad. I think that there is no conflicton the sim- 
ple proposition of allowing the Senator time if he 
desires it. 

Mr. SUMNER. After the explanations that 

have been made, I am entirely in the hands of my 
friend from New Hampshire. I supposed that in 
the remarks he made on the question of taking up 
the joint resolution he had substantially stated his 
objection, and that he was not disposed to con- 
tinue the discussion further. Had L supposed that 
he desired a further opportunity then, I should 
not have pressed to take up the proposition. Hav- 
ing had it taken up, I naturally desired to press it 
to a vote in obedience to the instructions that I 
had received from the committee which I repre- 
sent on this floor. But I have now said that the 
whole question, so far as Lam concerned at least, 
is in the hands of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. If he desires its postponement that he may 
have an opportunity to deliver his views upon it, 
1 hope there will be no objection. 
_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion to postpone the further consid- 
eration of the joint resolution until the 6th of Jan- 
uary next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NAVAL ACADEMY. 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to the Senate ihe report of the board of vis- 
itors of the Naval Academy for the present year. 


METROPOLITAN RAILROAD. 


Mr. DIXON. A bill was passed by the House 
of Representatives yesterday to amend the char- 
ter of the Metropolitan Railroad Company of this | 
city, so as to extend the time for the completion 
of their road between Seventeenth street and the 
Capitol for ten days. The Committee on the 
District of Columbia, of the Senate, to whom that 
bill was referred, have directed me to report it 
back, and to ask for its consideration at the pres- 
ent time. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (EL. R. No. 622) to amend an act entitled “An | 
act to incorporate the Metropolitan Railroad Com- | 
any, of the District of Columbia,” approved 
uly 1, 1864. It proposes to amend section 
seventeen of the act to incorporate the Metro- | 
politan Railroad Company, of the District of 
Columbia, so as to extend the time for the com- 
pletion of their railroad line, except the part be- 
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l 
tween Seventeenth street and the Capitol, for one | 


year from the passage of this act; but the line 
from Seventeenth street and the Capitol is to be 
completed, equipped, and running within ten 
days from the passage of this act. 

Mr. DIXON. I will state that the extension 
for one year referred to in the bill for part of the 
road from here to the navy-yard, is really butan 
extension of three months, because the charter 
of the company already allows them until the Ist 
day of September next to complete that portion 
of the road. As regards the other portion of the 
road, I believe they are compelled to have it fin- 
ished by this time, or at any rate by the Ist of 
January, and they desire an extension of that 
time. 
of Representatives gives them but ten days to 
finish this portion of the road. 1 move to strike 
out ten”? 


road from Seventeenth street to the Capitol. 
The amendment was agreed to—ayes sixteen, 
noes not counted. 


Mr. SUMNER. I should like to ask the Sen- 


| ator from Connecticut whether this concerns the | 


his bill as it comes to us from the House | 


and insert ‘thirty,’ so as to give | 
them thirty days within which to complete the | 





F street railroad or the Pennsylvania avenue | 


railroad ? 


Mr. DIXON. The F street road. 


Mr. GRIMES. I desire to be informed by the 


chairman of the Committee on 


change to be made that he has suggested. 1 
am very well aware that the change is going to 


jeopard the passage of the bill in the House of | 


Representatives, where | understand there is no 
quorum, or is likely to be none, and that the 
charter will be forfeited by our amending the bill 
and thus sending it back to the House. I think 


the gentlemen who are interested in this project | 


were satisfied with the proposition as it came to 
us from the House of Representatives, and my 
mind is inclined to the opinion that we had better 
allow it to go back to the House of Representa- 


tives as they passed it, without amendment, and | 


let it become a law. 

Mr. DIXON. I suppose the friends of the road 
are in favor of this change. 1 have received a 
note, which to be sure is not signed, but was 
handed to me by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, and represented by him to come from the 
friends of the measure, in which they state that 
the F street road cannot be completed inten days 
in the present unsettled condition of the weather. 
The company ask that the bill be amended in the 
Senate as follows: strike out ‘* ten days”’ and in- 
sert ‘thirty days”? for the F street road; and 
strike out ‘*one year’’ and insert ‘two years”’ 
for the branches. That I have not done, because | 
thought that as they have already three months 
from September next, they mightask for an exten- 
sion at any future time with regard to that. | 
very apparent, as is stated in this note, that in the 


| present condition of the weather it is very difficult 


to work upon the road, and probably it will be im- 
possible to finishit inten days. Itseemed tome, 


| therefore, and to the committee, that the exten- 


| 
| 
i 


sion of thirty days should be made. 

Mr. CLARK. 
the question proposed by the Senator from lowa,. 
The friends of the road do desire this extension. 
They will go on and complete the road at the ear- 
liest possible moment, but they fear the weather 
may “ such that they may want more than ten 
days, and may have to ask for more; and so, as 
a matter of precaution, they ask for thirty days at 
this time. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read the third 
time. It was read the third time, and passed. 


REGENTS OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE. 


‘Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 


|| 367) to repeal the provision of law requiring cer- 


tain regents of the Smithsonian Institution to be 


That por- | 


| tion for which the time is extended is on F street. 


the District of | 
| Columbia if the friends of the road desire the 


members of the National Institute; which was 


| read twice by its title. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I searcely know to what 
committee it would be desirable to refer this bill, 
and unless somebody wishes it referred, I shall 


| ask the Senate to act upon it at once. If the Sen- 
| ate will indulge me for one moment in making an 


explanation of it, L think there will be no objec- 
tion to it, 

The act establishing the Smithsonian Instita- 
tion provided that two of the regents should be 
residents of the city of Washington and members 
of the National Institute in the city of Washing- 
ton. ‘The National Institute was an incorporated 
association, and its charter has expired. It did 


| not meet with much success; it has been dis- 


solved; and there are now.no members of the Na- 
tional Institute. There is a vacancy in the board 
of regents, occasioned by the death of General 
Totten, which needs to be filled, but it cannat be 


| filled by the appointment of a resident of Wash- 


ington and a member of this Institute, as there 
are no longer any members of this Institute. ‘The 
object of this bill is to repeal that provision of the 
law which requires that two regents should be 
members of the National Institute. I hope the 


| Senate will let the bill pass at once, as it is desira- 





It is | 


I think I can answer directly | 





| derstand the gentleman aright. 


ble to fill that vacancy. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

Mr. COLLAMER., Ido not know that [un- 


Is it proposed to 


| repeal that part of the law which requires them 
to be inhabitants of Washington ? 








| 


Mr. TRUMBULL. No,sir; notatall. Lask 
the Secretary to read the bill again, so that the 
Senator from Vermont may see that it does not 
repeal that part of the law requiring them to be 
residents of Washington, 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That so much of the “ Act to estab- 


| lish the Smithsonian Institute for the increase and diffu- 


sion of knowledge among men’ as requires that two of the 
regents of said Institution shall be members of the National 
Institute in the city of Washington, be, and the same ia 
hereby, repealed, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

COMMITTEE SERVICE. 

Mr: DIXON. Having been appointed chair- 
man of the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
I ask to be excused from service on the Commit- 
tee to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses 
of the Senate, of which committee | have also the 
honor of being chairman. 

The request was granted. 

On motion of Mr. DIXON, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the 35th rule of the Senate as 
relates to the appointment of the chairmen of committees 


| be suspended as regards the appointment of the chairman 


of the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate, and that the said chairman be ap- 
pointed by the President pro tempore of the Senate, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. 
Morri.u. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the Speaker had signed the enrolled bill (H.R. 
No. 618) to amend the act entitled ** An act to 


| provide internal revenue to support the Govern- 
ment, to pay interest on the public debt, and for 


other purposes,”’ approved June 30, 1864; which 
thereupon received the signature of the President 
pro tempore of the Senate. 

BILL BECOME A LAW. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Jonn G. Nicoray, his Secretary, 
announced that he had this day approved and 
signed the bill (S. No. 358) to establish the grade 
of vice admiral in the United States Navy. 

FREEDOM TO SOLDIERS’ FAMILIES. 


Mr. WILSON. Senate joint resolution No. 82 
was the special order for to-day at one o’clock, 
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but was temporarily laid aside to take up other 
business. I move now to proceed to the consid- 
eration of that joint resolution, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the joint resolution (8S, No. 82) to en- 
courage enlistments and to promote the efficiency 
of the military forces of the United States. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate pro- 


ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
That will leave the resolution of my colleague 
the order of the day for to-morrow. There isim- 
portant businesa which must be acted on to-day 
in @Xeculive seasion, 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in the consideration of executive busi- 


_ THE CONGRESSI 


ness, the doors were reopened, and the Senate | 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 21, 1864. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
, y 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 
Mr. COX. 


I move to strike out such portion of the Journal 
as refers to the resolution offered yesterday by | 
the gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. Rot- | 
Lins,] with reference to retaliation upon rebel | 
prisoners for the treatment of our prisoners in 
their hands. I am placed in the predicament, 
according to the report of the Globe, of having 
acquiesced in the passage of the resolution. I was 
cut off by the objection of the gentleman from 
New Hampshire before I could make the ob- 
jection. My friend from New York [Mr. Pruyy] 
also sought the floor to make objection, and | 
think if the House understood the tenor of the 
resolution they would reject it at once. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinvis. What is the 
question before the House? 

Mr. COX. I move to correct the proceedings | 
of the House, under the rulee,so as to strike out 
all the proceedings with reference to the resolution 
of the gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
Roiums.] 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman state 
that the Journal is incorrectly made up by the 
Journal clerk ? 

Mr. COX. [am not talking onthat question. | 

TheSPEAKER. Then the Chair decidesthat 
the gentieman’s motion is not in order. 

Mr. COX. I move to expunge that resolution 
from the Journal. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I raise the 

uestion of order that that motion is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. The Clair will state to the gentleman 
from Ohio that the 39th rule requires that every 
written motion made inthe House shall be inserted 


on the Journal, and that the Speaker shall revise || 
and correct the Journalevery morning before it is || 


read to the House. There is a question of priv- 
ilege if the charge is made that the Speaker has | 
mutilated the Journal. That was decided in the 
Thirty-FirstCongress to bea question of privilege. 
If the gentleman wishes to expunge the resolution 
he must wait until resolutions are in order. But 
the Journal must state what occurred, and it is | 
not a question of privilege to move to strike out 





what did occur. || 


Mr. COX. I call the attention of the Speaker 
to that rule which says that the House may judge 
of whatare orare notits proceedings. I hope, in 
the interest of humanity, that the House will look 
at this resolution and reject it. 

The SPEAKER. The rule just quoted does 
not epnly to this point. 

Mr. PRUYN. I hope the gentleman from Ohio 
will permit me to make a statement on this point, 
inasmuch as he has referred to me. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides thatthis 
ig not a question of privilege. The Chair has no 
objection to this conversational debate ifthe House 
has none. But if the point is made by any mem- | 
ber debate must be arrested. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. TIT believe 
the gentleman from Ohio did not object to the 
resolution yesterday. I see so in the Globe. 

Mr. COX. That is it. 


I rise to a question of privilege. | 





1 intended to have objected to that resolution, but 
the Speaker was rather prompt, I think, upon me. 
| have no complaint, however, to make of his 
general good conduct, but I think that if the 
House had heard the resolution of the gentleman 
from New Hampshire read again, there would 
have been a whole chorus of objections. I am 
induced now to make this motion by gentlemen 
upon both sides of the House. 

The SPEAKER. There is no question before 
the House. The Chair must state that so far 
from being over-prompt on the gentleman from 
Ohio, the rule states that no resolution shall be 
debated on the day on which it is presented, and 
no debate was therefore allowable. ‘The gentleman 


from New Hampshire [Mr. Rotts] asked the | 


unanimous consent of the House to offer a reso- 
lution. The gentleman from Ohio rose and de- 
bated it at some little length, giving his views in 
regard to the proposition, The Chair was not 
disposed to check him until the gentleman from 
New Hampshire rose and objected to debate. The 
Chair then asked the gentleman from Ohio if he 
objected or not, and the gentleman did not object, 
and the Choirthen put the question to the House. 

Mr. PRUYN. 1 desired and asked for a sec- 


ond reading of the resolution, because it was so | 


imperfectly heard by me at the distance that I sat 
from the Chair that I did not understand its entire 
purport. The Speaker, of course, did not hear me 
express the desire to have the resolution read a 
second time. I certainly should have objected if 
| had understood its character. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ulinois. I call for 


the regular order of business. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, in 
reply to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 


| Prurn,] that probably the reason why the gen- 


} 


I wish to correct that. || and agree 


| the committee absolutel 


tieman was not recognized was because the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] was speaking, as he 


was from the moment the resolution was intro- 


duced by the gentleman from New Hampshire. 
Mr. PRUYN. I did not mean to impute to 
the Chair any discourtesy; certainly not. 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 


_ The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Exrot, 
Kerrey, and Nose managers on the part of the 


|| House of the conference committee on the disa- 


ereeing votes of the two Houses on the bill of the 
House (No. 51) to establish a Bureau of Freed- 
men’s Affairs. 

DUTIES ON TOBACCO. 


Mr. KASSON. I ask leave to introduce a 
bill for reference to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. Wasusurne]} has demanded the regular 
order of business. 

Mr. KASSON. I ask the gentleman from Illi- 
nois to withdraw the call for the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
draw it. 

Mr. KASSON then, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill for an act to levy duties upon 
tobacco and its manufactures; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


I with- 


MUSTERING OF SUBSTITUTES. 
Mr. COFF ROTH asked unanimous consent to 


|| offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, ‘That the Military Committee is hereby in- 


|| structed to report, by bill or otherwise, an additional sec- 


tion to “ An act further to regulate and provide for the 
efrolling and calling out the national forces, and for other 
purposes,”’ approved July 4, 1864, to allow any person or 
persons drafted or subject to dratt to muster into the ser- 
vice of the United States substitutes at any place where a 
mustering officer is stationed, and such substitute shall be 
credited to any town, township, ward of a city, precinct, 
or election district of the congressional district in which 
the person or persons reside at the time said substitute is 


| accepted. 


Mr. SCHENCK. That resolution instructs 
toreport. I will object 
to itunless it be modified so as to instruct the 
committee to inquire into the propriety of re- 
porting. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I will modify it in thay 
sense. : is 

The resolution was accordingly modified; and 
there being no objection, it was read, considered, 
to. 





NAL GLOBE. 
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NAVAL EXPENDITURES. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House acom- 


| munication from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
| mitting the report of the First Comptroller, show- 
| ing the appropriations and expenditures of that 


Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1864; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act for the re- 
lief of Charles M. Pott, and an act to extend the 
time allowed for the withdrawal of certain goods 
therein named from public stores; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 


POST OFFICE EMPLOYES. 


Mr. HIGBY, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
hibiting by law all ‘persons connected with the Post Office 
Department, as postmnasters or carriers of the mail, from 
having any pecuniary or business interest in any express 
office or express company for the transfer of express mat- 
ter, and report their conclusions to the House by bill or 
otherwise. 


LETTER-CARRIER SYSTEM. 


Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts, by unan- 
imous consent, introduced the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to consider the expediency of repealing 
so much of the existing postal laws as requires and pro- 
vides for the free delivery of letters in cities and large 
towns, and restoring the system of delivery which existed 
previous to the enactment of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, 


CLAIMS OF NAVAL CONTRACTORS. 


Mr.PERHAM. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a joint resolution au- 
thorizing the appointment of a commission to 
settle and adjust the claims of certain contractors 
with the Navy Department. 

Mr. CHANLER. I object. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [call for the regular order 
of business. 


EXCHANGE OF NAVAL PRISONERS. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I hope the gen- 
tleman from Indiana will withdraw that call. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 1 withdraw it. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. | ask unanimous 
consent to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
communicate to the House, if not inconsistent with the 
public welfare, what measures, if any, have been taken to 
exchange the officers and men belonging to the United 
States Navy now held as prisoners by the rebels, and what 
obstacles, if any, now exist to the exchange of such pris- 
oners. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 suggest 
that the resolution be amended by striking out 
the word ‘* requested ’’ and inserting the word 
** directed.”’ 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to the 
introduction of the resolution? 

Mr. WILSON. I object, unless the change sug- 
gested by the gentleman from Illinois be made. 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I accept the 
modification. 

There being no objection, the resolution, as 
modified, was read, considered, and agreed to. 
Mr. COX. What has become of the other res- 
olution on the subject? 

The SPEAKER. It has been laid over under 


the rule. 
Mr. COX. Is not this a resolution to the same 
urport? 
The SPEAKER. It is. 


Mr. COX. Well, I object, unless—— 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the objec- 
tion is too late. The resolution has been intre- 
duced and agreed to. 

DUTY ON PRINTING PAPER. 
Mr. ANCONA, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
requested to inquire into the expediency of reducing or 
suspending the import duties ypon printing paper ; and that 
they be, and are hereby, requested to report by bill or oth- 
erwise at an early day. - 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM NEVADA. 


Mr. HIGBY stated that Mr. Henry G. Wor- 
THINGTON, member-elect from the State of Ne- 
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vada, was present and ready to take the oath of 
office. 
Mr. WORTHINGTON presented himself, and 
the prescribed oath was administered to him by 
the Speaker. 

WINNEBAGO INDIANS. 


Mr. WINDOM, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution to amend an act for the 
removal of the Winnebago Indians, and for the 
sale of their reservation in Minnesota, for their 
benefit; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


CALL OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, called for the 
regular order of business; and the Speaker pro- 
ceeded, as the first business in order, to call the 
committees for reports, beginning with the Com- 
mittee on Territories, where the call had pre- 
viously been suspended. 

The call of the committees was concluded, no 
reports being presented. 


EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS. 


The SPEAKER. The next business in order 
is the consideration of resolutions calling for in- 
formation, and lying over under the rules. The 
first in order is that presented on the 7th day of 
December by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
INGERSOLL. } 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War is hereby directed 
to report to this House what obstacles, if any, now inter- 
pose to prevent an early and full exchange of prisoners of 
war now held by the rebels, 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, when that resolu- 
tion was presented, I moved to amend it by sub- 
stituting a resolution which I subsequently offered 
and which was accepted by the gentleman who 
offered this. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from Ohio that the motion to amend 
was notin order at that time, when the resolu- 
tion was lying over under the rules. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio on the same day offered a reso- 
Jution relating to the same subject. He can now 
offer that as an amendment. 

Mr. COX. 1 will do so. I move to amend 
this resolution by striking out all after the word 
‘* resolved,” iad inserting in lieu of the words 
stricken out the following: 

That, if not incompatible with the public Interest, all 
communications in reference to the exchange of prisoners, 
not heretofore published, be communicated to this House 
by the Secretary of War. 

My object in offering this amendment is, not 
that we may have the suppositions or inferences 
of the Secretary of War as to obstacles in refer- 
ence toan exchange of prisoners, but that we may 
have all the facts and correspondence in his pos- 
session relating to this matter. 

As the House is aware, there is a long history 
connected with this subject. Soon after the be- 
ginning of the war we adopted, in the interest 
of decency and humanity, a joint resolution rec- 
ognizing a full, fair exchange of prisoners; and 
a cartel was made for that purpose. 1] am not 
now here to inquire what obstructions have been 
supposed to impede this exchange. It has been 
stated that difficulties have occurred on account 
of the negro soldiers. Perhaps that is to some 
extent true. There may be other reasons why 
the rebels have not been prompt, or why our 
Government has not been prompt, to exchange 
prisoners. We oughtto have all the correspond- 
ence on this subject, and not merely the ideas of 
the Secretary of War as to what may be an im- 
pediment or obstruction to the making of ex- 
changes. 

In connection with this matter I desire to say 
a word in reference to the resolution offered yes- 
terday by the gentleman from New Hampshire 
{Mr. uae’ I presume that it is in order to 
refer to that. 1 think that if that resolation had 
been fully understood it would have been recog- 
nized by gentlemen on both sides of the House as 
revolting to a proper sense of humanity. It pro- 
vides for inflicting upon the rebel prisoners who 
may be in our hands the same horrible, inhuman, 
barbarous treatment which has been inflicted upon 
our soldiers held as prisoners by the rebels. It 
is proposed, in other words, that we shall adopt, 
to the fullest extent, the law of retaliation. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, itdoes not follow that, be- 
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| ae : 
cause the rebels have made brutes and fiends of ||} Government has not been derelict in this matter. 


themselves, we are bound to do the same thing; 
but this House should, I think, at once have sig- 
nalized its abhorrence of such a resolution by ex- 
punging it from the Journal. 

There is a certain law of retaliation in war, | 
know, but no man will stand up here and say, 
after due reflection, that he would reduce these 
prisoners thrown into our hands into the same 
condition exhibited by these skeletons, these pic- 
tures, these anatomies brought to our attention 
and laid upon the desks of members of Congress, 

1 know, Mr. Speaker, from men returned from 
Andersonville, and other prisons in the South, 
that there is good foundation for their terrible re- 
ports in relation to the treatment of our prisoners, 
and, as a man who has a heart,and as a man who 
has brothers in our Arnry liable any moment to be 


treated in the most abhorrent way by the rebels, | 


I make my protest here against the passage of 
that resolution, or to its being reported back from 
the Committee on Military Affairs except for its 
emphatic rejection. We on this side of the House 
have no power to stop this war, and for the next 
four years it will likely go on, but we can miti- 
gate its severity by introducing a humane code. 

Mr. GARFIELD rose. 

Mr. COX. Lhope my friend will not raise the 
point of order. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I wish to suggest to my 
colieague that the resolution adopted yesterday is 
only one of inquiry. I[t does not call for retali- 


ation, but only asks the Committee on Military | 


Affairs to report as to the propriety or impropriety 
of retaliation. 

Mr. COX. I would not have the committee 
consider so horrible and atrocious a proposition. 


Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire. Willthe | 
gentleman yield to me? 

Mr. COX. Certainly. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire. I wish | 


to state to the House that when I submitted my 
resolution, yesterday, the Speaker asked the gen- 


tleman whether he objected to it, and he distinctly | 


replied that he did not. And no objection was 


made to my resolution from that side of the House. || 


Mr. COX. 


That is true so far as the gentle- 


man states it, but I intended in the further debate | 


to say that | would not object to it provided it 
could be debated; and if it-had been debated I 
knew it would have been rejected by gentle- 
men on that side of the House. L[wascutoff by 
the gentleman from further debate. Members 
around me do not hear distinctly all that is done. 
| could not hear the gentleman’s proposition when 
it was first read. Gentlemen on that side heard 
it themselves, and supposed that we heard it. 
My friend from New York [Mr. Pruyn] could 
not catch the purport of it. But it is betore the 
House, before the country,as having been passed 
by the House at least as a subject of inquiry by 


one of our committers, and T hope the House | 


will in some way give its stamp of disapproba- 
tion to the resolution. 
spectable authorities that when revolution reaches 


such a formidable height as this the laws of | 


humanity or the laws of moderation obtain as 
between two belligerents; and there is no law of 
humanity more sacred than that in reference to 
the treatment of prisoners, and it does not follow, 
because our prisoners are treated in the way rep- 
resented, and no doubt truthfally represented, in 
the preamble to the gentleman’s resolution, that 
our Government should make itself the brute that 
the gentleman charges upon the rebel authorities. 
I do not believe that the President or the Secre- 
tary of War would sanction any such proceed- 
ing. Lam sure that the distinguished chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs would not 
do so. Indeed, I have heard that he disappro- 
bates the resolution; and I hope, Mr. Speaker, 
the House will in some emphatic way express 
its opinion of it by rejecting it at once when it 
comes before them. 

We are at this time in need of all the informa- 
tion in the hands of the War Department. There 
has been a good deal of trouble about it. Why 
were not these exchanges made? Is there an 
portion of responsibility for these horrible atroci- 
ties upon our Government because we did not 
exchange prisonersin time? I do not make that 
charge, but I say that we wantall the correspond- 
ence on the gubject, that such an imputation may 
be refuted. Our prisoners wantto know that the 








It is laid down by all re- | 





I call the previous question if gentlemen do not 
wish to discuss it, 

Mr.STEVENS. I do not know that I have 
any objection to the amendment now offered by 
the gentleman ‘rom Ohio if he prefers it to the ort- 
ginal, though I do not very well see what advant- 
age will result to have this resolution adopted. 
All this matter is, under our system, intrusted to 
the Executive and the War Department. I do 
not precisely see what this House is to do upon 
receiving the information. Is the information 
asked foras a matter of curiosity, or is there some 
action to be taken upon it? 

Mr. COX. If the gentleman asks me I will 
say that [| would predicate some action upon it if 
the facts demanded it. I think the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, as a humane man, would insist on 
a fair exchange of prisoners, and would stir up 
the War Department to that end if they have been 
backward. : 

Mr. STEVENS. This resolution seems to im- 
ply, by its being offered, that the War Depart- 
ment has been remiss. Now, sir, unless I have 
some such suspicion, | do not know why I 
should interfere with them. If I believed they 
were derelict in their duty, if I thought they were 
not doing all that, under the laws of war, and 
the laws of humanity, they ought to do, 1 would 
pass some censure upon them. But I have not 
yet seen anything to induce me to believe that. 

I understand the gentleman to condemn the 
system of retaliation, and to find fault with the 
resolution already passed from discussion, the 
resolutionofthe gentleman from New Hampshire, 
[Mr. Rotuins,] because it looks to retaliation. 


| Now,sir,| do not agree to that doctrine at all. 


Retaliation is one of the laws of war. It has been 
exercised ever since wars existed, whether in bar- 
barian or civilized countries; and it may be that 
it will be absolutely necessary to retaliate upon 


|| the enemy in order to compel them to be humane. 


And although retaliation may sometimes operate 
very severely upon innocent persons who may be 
the subjects of it, it may become essential to prac- 
tice it; but the Government which has caused the 
necessity is the one responsible for it. If any Gov- 
ernment executes any of our soldiers contrary to 


| the laws of war, is it nota matter of fair retalia- 


tion to execute as many of their men, although 


| innocent; and is there any other way to check tt? 


I know of none. To say, therefore, that retalia- 
tion is not humane,.is not in accordance with the 
general sense of civilized warfare. Nor do | see 
how it would be possible to keep a savage and 
cruel enemy within the rules of humanity unless 
retaliation were allowed, and unless it were known 
that it would be practiced. 

As to the causes which have retarded the ex- 
change of prisoners, 1 do not know whether there 
is any one who is censurable. I do not know 
that it is alleged. If there is, it would be well 
enough to inquire into it; and if the gentleman 
thinks there is anything not communicated to the 
public upon that subject I should certainly have 
no objection to ask for that correspondence. I 
cannot at the present see precisely what good is 
to come fromit. The resolution of the gentleman 
from New Hampshire has been referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs to inquire into 
the expediency of all these things, and it seems 
to me that it will be properly met at the Depart- 
ment. I therefore move to refer this resolution 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. I suppose 
that will answer the purpose of the gentleman. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I hope that course will 
not be adopted, and | hope this resolution will be 
passed. ‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania says, 
and says ‘oF properly, that unless this inquiry 
is prompted by a vain curiosity the information 
should be furnished tothe House. There is one 
fact | suppose well known tu every gentleman upon 
this floor, and that is that great discontent pucvails 
in relation to this exchange. A deep impression 
has been produced upon the people of the country, 
and these accounts of barbarities inflicted upow 
Union prisoners by the South have filled the 
country with horror. They are discontented with 
the condition of affairs. They think it ought not 
so to continue, and they believe it is not necessary 
that itshould continue. Iam not prepared to say 
that anybody is at fault; but | am prepared to say 
that the people believe somebody is at fault, and 
if nobody is at fault the War Department should 
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be prepared to show to the country that every- 
thing has been done that can be done to relieve the 
people from their suspicions that our ciuzens whio 
are captured are needlessly suffermg. 

Now, I happen to have before me a newspaper 
containing an account of the sufferings of two 
citizena of Cincinnati who have been eight and 
ten months in Libby prison, and who have not 
been exchanged, and cannot be exchanged; and 
this paper, though friendly to the Administration, 
and to the gentleman having charge of the War 
Department, charges upon them that they have 
been derelict in duty. I am not prepared to say 
that the paper is right; I do not make any charge 


of that kind; but I say that we should furnish to || 


the people of the country a knowledge of the | 
facts, and the only way is to give the Adminis- 


tration and the War Department an opportunity || 


to let the people see what efforts they have made 
to relieve the condition of affairs. I trust, there- 
fore, that the resolution will not be referred, but 
that opportunity will be given to the War De- 
partment to do itself justice, if injustice has been 
done it; and if not, it will give us an opportunity 
to predicate that action which will require that 
justice shall be done to our citizens. 

Mr. COX. I think I can answer the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens} in such 
A way o8 lo get his assistance in the passage of 
this resolution. He thinks that there is some 
imputation in the introduction of this resolution, 
or by its terms, upon the Secretary of War. That 
is not the case. ‘The resolution simply asks the 
Secretary of War, if not incompatible with the 
public interest, to send us all the correspondence | 
upon this subject. ‘There is no imputation con- | 
tained in it, direct or implied; and if the gentle- || 
man from Pennsylvaniais in favor of this system 
of retaliation | 

Mr. STEVENS. Let me say to the gentleman 
thatif | were quite eure that the amendment would 
prevail | would withdraw my motion; and I will 
do so for the purpose of trying it. 

Mr. COX, Very well. Lwilladd but one more 
remark in response to another made by the gen- 
tleman. The resolution of the gentleman from 
New Hampshire [Mr. Roxins] has been referred, 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania wants it 
considered, [am surprised that the gentleman || 
from Pennsylvania justifies that resolution on the || 
cround of retaliation as something known to the | 
laws of civilized warfare. There are laws for 
war, and one of the laws of war provides for the 
humane, kind, and just treatment of all prisoners 
taken even incivil war. I know that the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania would not put the torture | 
or the thumb-screw or reduce to skeletons the | 
prisoners in our hands because the other side have | 
done it, Ido not believe so illy of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania as that. Butas he wants the | 
matter investigated by the committee, this corre- 
spondence would evidently assist that committee | 
in the investigation. Let them have all the light 
which the War Department can throw upon the 
subject, so that the gentleman from New Hamp- | 
shire mey have the subject of his resolution prop- | 
erly investigated. 

Mr. KASSON, Willthe gentleman from Ohio 
allow me to offer an amendment, which he may 
accept or allow me to take a vote upon? 

Mr. COX. 1 will hear it read. 

The proposed amendment was rend, as follows: 

And that he report therewith whether the treatment by 
the United States Government of rebel prisoners under its 
eontrol is better in respect to food, clothing, care, and at- 
tention than the treatment extended by the rebel authori- || 
ties to prisoners captured by them; aed whether, iia his 
judgment, the same provisions for the custody and care of | 

! 





rebel prisoners extended by these authoriyes to our cap- 
tured soidiers may be properly extended to their soldiers 
when captured by us, with a view to secure more humane 
treatment of prisoners by the rebels. 


Mr. KASSON. I desire to say to the gentle- | 


man from Ohio that my object is that his appli- | 
cation for information, to which | think there is | 
no valid objection, shall go to the same committee 


we may have the benefit of a full statement from 





the Secretary of War of the facts upon each side, 
and that he may state the opinion of himself, as | 
the head of that Department, whether the pro- 
pes measure would have the effect to increase 
vuamanity toward our prisoners inthe South, 1 | 
can see no objection to taking the opinion of the 


| 
to which the other resolution was referred, so that | 
| 
War Department upon that subject. 


I renew the motion withdrawn by my colleague, 


| {[Mr. Srevens,] to refer this whole subject to the | 


Committee on Military Affairs. 4 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Cox] is on the floor. 
Mr. COX. I only yielded to my friend from 


| Iowa to offer his amendment. 


Mr. KASSON. I ought to add, in the hearing 
of the gentleman from Ohio, that the difference in 
the treatment of prisoners is notorious to the peo- 
ple of the United States, but my object is to get 
a specific statement of that difference not merely 
that it may go to the people of the United States, but 
to Europe, where there has been a recent mani- 
festo of the rebel authorities touching our inhu- 
manity toward these prisoners. I wish to call 


out a full statement, showing the rations, care, | 


place of custody, and all-the facts in contrast to 


| the inhumanity practiced by the rebels. 


Mr. COX. I have no objection to the gentle- 


| man’s amendment, except the last clause. I do | 

not care, and | do not think the House would | 

| care, to have the opinion of the Secretary of War 

as to the subject of retaliation; whether it would 

| bring about a more humane treatment of our pris- | 
oners or not. I will accept the first clause of | 
the gentleman’s amendment, so that the Secre- | 
tary can report on the comparative treatment of | 


prisoners on either side. 
Mr. KASSON. I suggest to him that the last 


cable. 


Mr. COX. Ido not care anything about the | 


opinion of the Secretary of War, with all due 
courtesy to him. I wantthe facts. I willaccept 
the first part of the gentleman’s amendment as 
an amendment to mine; but [ cannot accept the 
last part of it. 


The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman from | 


Ohio yield the floor to the gentleman from lowa 
to allow him to offer an amendment? If so, the 
whole of the amendment can be voted on. 


Mr. COX. I| modify my own amendment so 
as to take in the first part of theamendmentsug- 
gested by the gentleman from lowa. 


retaliation. I do not understand that that ques- 


| tion is properly before the House. When that | 


subject shall be presented in any practical shape 
for the action of the House it will present a very 


grave and serious question; one which, I trust, || 
this House will not act upon without due delib- | 


eration and consideration. But, sir, with refer- 
ence to the resolution which is now before the 
House, I desire to say thatitis a resolution which, 
in my opinion, is demanded by the public sen- 


timent of the country. There is hardly a fire- || 
side, sir, in the land which is not painfully inter- | 
ested, immediately or remotely, in the question || 


raised by this resolution—the question of a speedy 
and general exchange of prisoners. I do not re- 


tleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] as containing any 


imputation either on the Administration or on | 
the War Department of the Administration. It || 


conveys no such imputation. It simply calls for 
information with reference to thatin which the 


| people of the country feel a very deep and carn- | 


est interest. I have never yet seen the man who 
has been able to give me an intelligible account of 
Wiat has occurred with reference to the negotia- 
tions that have taken place in regard to the ex- 
change of prisoners, or what have been precisely 


the obstacles in the way of a general exchange of | 
| prisoners, The people of the country desire in- | 
formation upon this sulject—nay, | may use a | 
| stronger term—they demand information on this | 


subject; and the resolution being properly guarded 
so as not to require the Secretary of War to im- 
partany information that may be detrimental to 
the public interests, I am in favor of the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Sir, we cannot conduct the Government on the 
idea that a call for information from a Department 
of the Government is, as has been suggested, a 
reflection on the integrity of the Government or 
on the ability with which the functions of that 
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administer the Government onany euch false idea, 
It has been always administered heretofore on a 
totally different principle; and that principle has 
been that the people are entitled to and shall have 
full, complete, and perfect information on all 
matters relating to public affairs, so far as such 
information is not for the time being incompati- 
ble with the general interests of the country or 
the proper administration of the Government. 

In my view, therefore, sir, the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio calling for 
the correspondence on this subject conveys no 
imputation upon the Government. It calls for 
nothing that could be detrimental to the public 
interests. It calls for information on a subject 
in which the people of this country feel a very 
deep interest, and for the correspondence of their 
public agents upon that subject. For these rea- 
sons I am in favor of the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, and shall vote for it. 

Mr. CHANLER. Mr. Speaker, in regard to 
this resolution I accept the remarks of the honor- 
able gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. THaven] 
as the indication of a new era in the conduct of 
this war. He stands forth in bold relief on this 
floor and in this debate as compared with his col- 
league, (Mr. Stevens.] It is impossible, on this 
or on any question relative to the treatment of 
men, prisoners or otherwise, arrayed in arms 


| against us or with us, to separate the motive from 
clause is important, because we wish to know || 
whether such action on our part would be practi- || 


the practice. Iam astonished at the coolness and 
the somewhat callous character of the remarks of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ste- 
VENS,] who, while defending by his words, though 
perhaps not by his motive, the barbarous resolu- 
tion which gave rise to the present debate, intro- 
duced by the gentleman from New Hampshire, 


(Mr. Rowuiws,] favored the barbarous principle 


of the lex talionis, declaring it to be one of the 
principles of civilized war. 

Retaliation is indeed practiced im civilized war- 
fare, but there is a wide and clear distinction be- 


|, tween such retaliation and the horrors which the 
Mr. COX. I only yielded for the purpose of | 
_ having it read. 

The SPEAKER. Then the latter part of the | 
/amendment is not pending before the House. 


resolution just introduced called on us to imitate 


'inaspirit of resentment. The gentleman from 


Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens,} to my astonish- 
ment, seems to make no such distinction in his 


| remarks just made. 


And | regret to say, sir, that his word has been, 


| in more than one instance, carried out by a sys- 
Mr. THAYER. Mr. Speaker, I do not pro- || 
pose to discuss at the present time the subject of | 


tematic practice during the whole course of this 
war with regard to the treatment of prisoners, 
not only on our side but also on the other side. 
It is under just this principle that the abominable 
acts described in the pamphlets which are circu- 
lated throughout the country have been brought 
about. The massacre at Fort Pillow and the out- 
rages which have been carried on by the soldiery 
on both sides in the heat of conflict should not 
find support and palliation here. Sir, | should 
have been disposed toremain silentand wait until 
the accumulation of evidence had crushed the 
cruel spirit from the Administration party on this 
floor by the mere weight of public odium; but the 
occasion has occurred, and I deem it due to a 
portion of this House, on the other side as well 


| as on this, to show a spirit to join them now, 
gard the resolution or the amendment of the gen- || 


even at-this late day, in an effort to stop the hor- 
rid system of carnage, torture, and barbarity 
which this civil war has developed. 

Upon the field of battle, and in the victory 
which follows, the soldier is comparatively safe 
from the infliction of these barbarities; but in the 
retreat, whether we look upon the record of the 
fearful consequences of the expedition on the Red 
river under General Banks, or whether we look 


| to the fearful system carried on by our victorious 
|| generals in the State of Georgia, we find that the 
/ women and the children are the victims. While 


the brave men who do the fighting march in column 
in the discharge of their duty, the miscreant camp- 
follower plunders, robs, and tortures, and he ac- 
cepts the palliation given here, under the law of 


| retaliationg as his shield. Under that he toils 


day and night with blood upon his hands with- 
out courage in his heart. 

1 am giad to find, sir, that gentlemen on the 
other side are ready to come forward and to vin- 
dicate their humanity on this question. Their 
courage has been proved here. Now, inthe hour 
of triumph, amenity should crown their glorious 
deeds. We will give you all the credit of your 
achievements in this war; we will allow you to 


Department has been discharged. We cannot |) bestow on your successful generals the highest 
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honors; we willremain silent as you pass onward | quiry, and that the committee were not directed 


in your triumphal marches from the Alban mount 
to the Capitol. But do not let barbarity mark the 
train of your victories. Do not imitate, as the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr, Stevens) 
would seem to urge, the lex talionis of the Romans. 
Let no shackled victim, no bleeding corse, be 
chained to your car of victory. In that spirit 1 
accept the remarks of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Tuayer] who has last spoken. 

But, sir, there is more. There is a future to 
which we mustlook. I would ask that hereafter, 
as now, that spirit might prevail on this floor. I 
deem it the duty of this Slane without regard 
to what may be the private sentiments of the Sec- 
retary of War, to assert that, as men, we are op- 

osed to any law which is not recognized as bind- 
ing upon a Christian people. ‘‘Aneye foraneye, 
and a tooth for a tooth,’’ should not be engraven 
upon our banners, nor practiced in our persons. 

Mr. COX. I call the previous question. 

Mr. SCHENCK addressed the Chair. 

Mr. COX. [yield to the gentleman, and with- 
draw the call for the previous question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, during the 
last session of this Congress a resolution was 
adopted directing the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs to inquire concerning the treatment of our 
prisoners in the hands of the rebels. In obedience 
to that order of the House the committee pro- 
ceeded, as opportunity presented itself, in the 
midst ofother engagements, to takea large mass of 
testimony, which accumulated upon their hands, 
in relation to this matter. The end of the session 
found us with this testimony partially arranged 
and with a report partly prepared. That report 
would have been made in the course of thissession, 
and probably at an early day, with such material 
as we had then obtained for the purpose, if it had 
not been for the revival of the subject here at this 
time. Now itis hard tosay when, where,and how 
we may report, for the subject of the inquiry iscon- 
tinually spreading itself as we turn our attention 
to it. The treatment of our prisoners—horrible 
enough, as it had come to our knowledge during 
the last session—has been increased in horror and 
barbarity since; and the testimony (much as there 
was of it) which we then obtained would be added 
to tenfold now if all the facts could be developed. 
Yesterday the House referred to that committee, 
or sent to that committee, a resolution directing 
them to inquire again in relation to this subject. 
The committee have already had the matter under 
consideration, and propose to make the examin- 
ation as thorough as possible, and to report to 
the House according to the lights before them. 

Now, sir, 80 far as this resolution is concerned, 
as a member of that committee, and its chairman, 
I must say to the House that I care very little 
whether the House makes the call directly upon 
the Secretary of War or leaves the committee to 
do so. The House may be sure, and my col- 
league and gentlemen upon both sides of the Hall, 
that that committee will seek from the proper 
Department, and from all quarters connected with 
that Department, all information on that subject, 
in order to an enlightened presentment of it for 
the consideration of the House. I have nothing 
further to say on that. The House may make the 
inquiry directly, or leave the committee to make 
the inquiry by referring this resolution to them 
with the others that have been referred; and I 


think that the House may be assured, if this res- | 


olution as it stands, indicafing a direction of in- 
quiry which gentlemen on either side of the House 
may think proper, be referred to that committee, 
the committee will follow that direction, as they 
probably would have done if the resolution had 
not been offered. On the whole, I prefer, how- 
ever, that the subject should be referred to the 
committee, hoping that we shall make the earliest 
report possible after we have procured all the in- 
formation on the subject. 

Mr. THAYER. Does the resolution to which 


the gentleman refers provide for obtaining this 
correspondence? 


Mr. SCHENCK. I do not know that it does; 
but we will get all the information we can. | be- 
lieve that the resolution passed yesterday looks 
to an inquiry into the question whether we ought 
to resort to some form of retaliation by way of 
deterring the rebels from such treatment of our 
prisoners os have fallen into their hands. [ am 
glad that it was referred only as a subject of in- 


TH 


tt 








of consideration by members of the committee, 
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absolutely to report any system of retaliation. I | 
ameglad of it because it will require a great deal 


by the members of the House, and by the coun- | 
try, how far it will be proper to resort to any retal- | 
iatory measures. I confess that to myself the 
idea of retaliating in kind is abhorrent to every 
feeling of my nature. Ido not propose to starve, 
to leave in nakedness, to pen up like cattle, toex- 
pose in every form to a lingering death, the pris- | 
oners in our hands. 1 would prefer to kill them 
at once; to look upon the war as a war of ex- | 
termination, giving no quarter and expecting | 
none. 

I admit that something must be done; but the 
nearer you approach the question, as we have dis- 
covered in some degree, you will find it sur- | 
rounded with difficulties, and surrounded with | 
difficulties arising out of this single fact, which | 
gentlemen, some of them, inthis Hall for the first | 


| time discover, that we are making war with sav- 


ages and fiends, and that, therefore, so long as | 
we recognize the rules of humanity it becomes | 
difficult for us to meet those who know no such | 
principles, no such rules of conduct, no such war- | 
fare as has been recognized heretofore between 

civilized nations. 1 know that 1 do not state the 
case toostrongly. Gentlemen are mistaken—and 
I was sorry to hear a political view given to the 
subject by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
CuANLER]—in supposing that we have just waked 
up Lo some new consciousness concerning the mat- | 
ter on this side of the House, It is themselves 
who seem now, for the first time, to have discov- 
ered the fact that we are dealing with savages and 
fiends who do not understand, and would repel | 
approaches, when made,of a humane character. 

Within the last fifteen minutes | have conversed | 
in the lobby of this House with a young man, the 
near relative of a member on this floor, who has 
just returned from Savannah,and who, when ly- 
ing grievously wounded upon the ground, crip- | 
pled for life, was stripped to the skin by a rebel | 
major, and was then turned intoone of these rebel 





- it 
pens where thousands of our brave fellows were 


confined, and where he saw eighty-six hundred of 
them die from starvation and exposure. 

Mr. CHANLER. Honored by the notice of | 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, | will for a moment, in reply to him, state 
why I spoke as 1 did, It was not alone with re- 
gard to ourenemies in their treatment of our pris- | 
oners that | spoke, but it was to the systematic 
barbarity of the principles which have appeared 
in the reports emanating from the Military Com- 
mittee, over which the gentleman from Qhio pre- 
sides, that I referred in reference to the barbaric 
nature of the proposition for the enrollment of 
our troops; and P defy any civilized nation to 
Surpass it, though some have equaled it, in the 
intolerable cruelty of the gentleman’s own prop- 
osition, when, upon this floor, in the face of the 
American people, he declared—though it was 
voted down by the House as an indignity to it- 
self—that he intended to kick the people on the 
one hand and coax them on the other. That was 
the sentiment I understood him to utter, and I 
refer to the records of the House to sustain my 
charge. By this proposition to exclude from any 
chance of obtaining substitutes all but sons and 
brothers he has branded his name with infamy. 

Let him go to France. This country was made 
to glow with the torch of the French invader long 
before the system of political retaliation induced 
the court of Louis to take arms against England | 
for vengeance for the loss of Canada, and this 
whole country was made red with the barbarities 
of the French army. And are we to follow the 
military system of that nation now and forever? 
Sir, there are two sides to this question of cruelty. 
Sir, I allude to this as the first instance—and I 
maintain that so far as the honorable gentleman 
from Ohio is concerned it is the first instance—of 
the manifestation of one glimmering ray of light 
in his own mind that we have as a nation a hu- 
mane duty to perform in the conduct of this war. 
We have been instrumental, through the policy 
shaped in his committee, of reducing this war to 
one of extermination, and,in hisown words, now 
propose to show no quarter or consideration to 
the enemy, and at the same time,as he has al- 
ready shown, no consideration to the poor victims 
who under the enrollment law have been forced | 
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|| into our armies against their will and contrary 


to their sense of right and duty. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I did not intend to yield 
my time to the gentleman to discuss questions 
outside of the debate aa it has progressed thus far. 

Mr. CHANLER. I beg the gentleman’s par- 
don, and | will not pursue the subject further. I 
was only answering the gentieman’s imputations. 

Mr. SCHENCK. If the gentleman wants to 
make any inquiry as to what | have stated, or any 
suggestion ag to my statementabout the treatment 
of prisoners, | will yield to him, 

Mr. CHANLER. It wasin regard to the aile- 
gation of the awakening sense of propriety upon 
my part that | was making my own defense, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right 
to the floor if he insists upon it, 

Mr. COX. I believe I had the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Cox] has spoken once, and the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Scuenck] has the floor by right. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 1 do not wish tobe misun- 
derstood. I yield to any remarks the gentleman 
desires to make in regard to an awakening sense 
of propriety upon my part. 

Mr. COX. For the information of my colleague 
I want to say one word. 1| intended to call the 
previous question before this debate took its pres- 
ent turn of a partisan character, 

Mr. SCHENCK, The gentlemam is siot re- 
sponsible for that, 

Mr. COX. And I never have since this ques- 
tion was mooted in this Congress; | have always 
presented propositions in the interest solely of 
our soldiers, and I believe my colleague will so 
regard all that I have said, and I will accept all 
he says in the same spirit. I have had near and 
dear triends, as he has had, in these prisons, and 
from time to time I have been permitted to make 
inquiries, in order, if possible, to keep these De- 
partments up to their proper work. Weary 
months have transpired without anything being 
done by the War Department to facilitate the ex- 
change of prisoners, and although there are rebel 
barbarities, and although all my colleague may 
say is true, 1 am not sure that alarge part of this 
responsibility may not rest upon the War De- 
partment for not exchanging prisoners; but in 
order to answer any such imputations made by 
the people and made by partisans, the gentleman, 
my colleague, should not seek to stifle any proper 
inquiry. He says he may make an inquiry for 
himself and for his committee. I prefer to have 
it made with more authority for the House and 
for the corresponding public, not only that Con- 
gress may know, but that the people and the 
friends of the prisoners may know, why this 
exchange has been so long obstructed. 

Mr. SCHENCK, There can be no misunder- 
standing about this matter. I made the remark 
when I was up before—and if the gentleman from 
New York had notinterrupted mel do not know 
that I should have continued these remarks fur- 
ther—that | was perhaps almost indifferent upon 
the question whether the call be made directly by 
the House or be left to be made by the commit- 
tee. I recognize the propriety of getting this in- 
formation, and I only thought that it would ex- 
pedite possibly the means by which it should be 
obtained if we should go on with our inquiry, and 
call, perhaps, the Commissary General of Prison- 
ers before us, as well as make inquiries and seek 
responses from the head of the Department. But 
all that | leave with the House, promising only 
that we will go on to the best of our ability and 
make investigation of and report upon this subject 
in whatever form it comes before the committee. 

Mr. GANSON. I would like to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs whether 
he thinks that the Department would furnish this 
correspondence to the committee as readily as it 
would to the House. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
not refuse it. 

Mr. GANSON. I did not know whether any 
inquiry had been made by the committee for thia 
correspondence. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I confess, myself, that we 
are, up to this point, all of us pretty much tn the 
dark in regard to knowing precisely what have 
been at least all of the obstructions in the way of 
exchange. 

There is this, however, that 1 feel_it due to the 
Department to state to the House, that while 


1 should think they would 
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during the past summer no exchanges had been 
made, and our friends, and the people at large, 
and all of us, were becoming impatient on that 
subject, and it seemed almost to be a fair conclu- 
sion that it would be proper to swap man for man, 
because we had more men to spare than the rebels, 
yet if any such policy or thought did impress 
itself upon the Department or those who have the 
administration of our military affairs, every such 
idea seems to be given up now, and Idonot know 
that any such idea ever was really entertained. 
There has now been set on foot a system of ex- 
change,and the matter is in some degree expedited 
and facilities are afforded upon the one side and the 
other looking to the better treatment of prisoners 
and to the continuance of the exchange, which 
indicates that the whole subject is upon a some- 
what better footing than ever before up to this 
time. I do not say thatit might not and may not 
be put upon a still better footing; but that being 
all that I can say upon the subject, said only in 
these general terms, I am not prepared to substi- 
tute it for the information which the House or 
the committee should seek in the matter. 

One word only in answer to the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Cuancer.| The House will 
bear me witness that the allusion that | made to 
this subject as having any political aspect given 
to it, was one only of regret. An honorable mem- 
ber from Pennsylvania (Mr. Tuaver] had spoken 


. upon the subject, and was congratulated then by 
the gentlemen upon the other side of the House | 
with the assertion that there scemed to be, as in- | 


dicated by his remarks, a new era arisen when 
gentlemen upon this side of the House were awake 
to the propriety of looking to the condition of our 
poor fellows held in this miserable and horrible 
bondage. I felt that that was an improper bring- 
ing in of apolitical view to be mixed up with this 
subject; and [thought l administered a very proper 
eatienceel reprehension to the gentleman by 
turning his attention to the fact that, for the first 
time now, he seems to have waked up to the fact 
that we are dealing, as we have always said upon 
this side, with savages and fiends, in their con- 
duct upon this subject which we are discussing, 
and they are yet the very men toward whom he 
has never thought of anything except breathing 


conciliation and kindness and sympathy, if not | 


actual and direct coéperation, 

Mr. CHANLER. I rise to a point of order. 
The gentleman has imputed motives to me with 
regard to this matter which is disorderly, accord- 
ing to my notion. 

The SPEAKER. 
be taken down, 

Mr. CHANLER, (the words having been taken 
down.) 
they are yet the very men toward whom he has 
never thought of anything except breathing con- 
ciliation and kindness and sympathy, if notactual 
and direct codperation.’’ I claim, sir, that these 
words are out of order as imputing to me motives 
unworthy of a member upon this floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. The gentleman from New York 
in the course of his remarks stated that the gentle- 


The words excepted to will 


man from Ohio had branded himself with infamy. | 


If the gentleman from New York had been called 
to order the Chair would have sustained the point 
of order. ‘The words to which the gentleman 
takes ae the Chair thinks are in order and 
within the limits of legitimate debate. The Chair 
thinks they are certainly justifiable, on the prin- 
7 of retaliation, which appears to be the su ect 
of debate now. (Laughter. } 

Mr.CHANLER. Retaliation as exercised by 
the Presiding Officer? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman must per- 
mit the Chair to finish the ruling on the point of 
order. The Chair does not think, even apart from 
the subject under discussion, that the words com- 

lained of are in violation of the rules of debate. 
Phey may be correct or not correct, but the Chair 
does not think that they come under the character 
of disorderly words. 

Mr. CHANLER. 
allow me to reply. 

Mr.SCHENCK. I believe, Mr. Speaker, that 
1 am released from my parole. (Laughter. } 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
will proceed. 

Mr. SCHENCK. ° Since the words have been 
brought so conspicuously before the House, let 


I hope the gentleman will 


The words excepted to are these, “ and | 
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me be clearly understood, so that the gentleman 
himselfmay not fail to have had due explanation. 
I had inferred from the previous course of* that 


| gentleman that he had manifested sympathy, kind- 


ness, and conciliation toward those rebels whose 


‘conduct is now, on all hands, admitted to be 


fiendish. I said, therefore, that those had been his 
relations to the rebels in my opinion, if there had 
not been direct co6peration with them on his part. 


| | meant to distinguish between direct coéperation 


| and the other. 


I have never suspected that the 
gentleman from New York would fight out his 


| principles on the side of the rebels by direct coép- 
| eration. | wanted to draw that distinction clearly, 


thatthe gentleman, while not taking part by direct 


_ coéperation, while not carrying a musket to defend 





tS 


that which he contended for, has done all that he 
could, by a gentlemanly and amiable courtesy 
and sympathy with the rebels, to encourage those 
who carried muskets on their shoulders in that 
cause. 

The gentleman from New York went out of the 
way to charge me with tyranny, and I do not 
know but that on the next occasion I am to be 


introduced into some resolution of inquiry for 


having undertaken a system of savage tyranny 
over the people of the country, by seeking to make 
as stringent as possible a system of enrollment 
by which our Army should be kept full. Sir, I 
have heard all that before, inside of this House 
and outside of this House; and all that | have to 
say about it is that it is not the soldiers enlisted, 
not the soldiers in the field, not those who bear 
the brunt of the battle and who expose themselves 
to wounds, to death even, in this cause, who ever 
complain of the laws being too stringent to fill up 
the ranks of the Army. Those complaints never 
come from the parties directly interested, nor from 
their friends who hold up their hands while they 
are engaged in this great battle for liberty, for 
human rights, and for the preservation of the 
country and of its institutions. The complaints 
come only from political demagogues, who seek, 
by stimulating the soldier into dissatisfaction, 
and by inflaming the popular mind against legis- 
lators or against any one legislator, to prevent 
our giving this aid to our armies. They do not 
come from those who constitute the armies them- 
selves. That is all that I have to say on that 
subject. I will not go into any discussion of the 
enrollment law here. I am much obliged to my 
colleague for having yielded to me on this subject. 
I regret that the debate should have taken this 
turn. It was provoked on the other side, but L 
am glad to say by only one gentleman on the 
other side. Whatever may be the course of the 
House either in making this call for information 
directly or in leaving the Committee on Militar 
Affairs to make it, | hope the information whic 
my colleague seeks will be obtained, and that as 
much light*as possible will be thrown on the 
subject for our guidance. 

Mr.COX. I move the previous question. 

Mr. WABHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask to 
have the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
read now. I think the House on all sides will 
consent to the adoption of his amendment, pure 
and simple. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. COX. Before the previous question is sec- 
onded, my friend from New York [Mr. Cuanzer] 
feels a personal grievance in the remarks of the 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Scnencx,] and I con- 
sent to yield to him for a reply. 

Mr. CHANLER. Mr. Speaker, I shall say 
but a few words. 

I deny any implied or direct cooperation with the 
enemies of my country at any time, in any place; 
and I demand the proof from the gentleman who 
has made this imputation, [| hold his insinuation 
as unfair. Sir, 1 have borne a musket; and I 
never should have alluded to it but for the un- 
generous and unjust imputation with which the 
gentleman from Ohio closed his remarks. I am 
ready now to do whatI can for the defense of my 
country, as I was at the very first call. I was 
among the first who came here in response to that 
call. I slept in the Halls of this Capitol with the 
first regiment from my city. I came as a citizen, 
bearing a musket. I never expected to mention 
here this humble service to my country; but, in 
vindication of myself, | feel called upon now to 


| say what, but for the peculiar circumstances, | 


never would have uttered. I did bear a musket, 
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and | was willing to act so long as I was able. [| 
served out the time of the first cal! with my regi- 
ment. I went still further, (and General Dix can 
confirm what I now say:) I applied to that gen- 
eral for a position on his staff; but deeming my 
services not of sufficient importance, he not only 


| refused that application, but was utterly silent as 


to another request which I made, that he would 
seek for me an appointment on one of the staffs 
under him. I blush that [ am called upon to 
make these remarks, but they are in justification 
of myself. I hope that the gentleman from Ohio 
will be magnanimous, and apologize for the re- 
marks which he has made. 

Mr. COX. I suppose that this matter is now 
satisfactorily adjusted. No doubt my colleague 
on the other side [Mr. Scuenck] is sufficiently 
ashamed of having attacked awoldier of the Re- 
public. (Laughter.] I therefore call the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The Clerk cead the amendment in its modified 


| form, as follows: 


Resolved, That, if not incompatible with the public in- 
terest, all communications in reference to the exchange of 
prisoners, not heretofore published, be communicated to 
this House by the Secretary of War; and that he report 
therewith raat the treatment by the United States Goy- 
ernment of rebel prisoners under its contro] ts better in 
reference to food, clothing, care, and attention than the 
treatment extended by the rebel authorities to prisoners 
captured by them. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Some of us would de- 
sire a —— vote upon that portion ofthe amend- 
ment which proposes to inquire of the Secretary 
of War whether the Union prisoners have been 
treated any worse than the rebel prisoners in our 
hands. e do not wantany information on that 
point. Everybody knows the fact. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. Cox] moved an amendment to the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Incer- 
SOLL,] and then surrendered the floor temporarily 
to the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Kasson,] who 
proposed to move an amendment to the amend- 
ment, part of which was accepted by the gentle- 
man from Ohio. The remainder was not accepted, 
and therefore was not moved, the gentleman from 
Ohio being in possession of the floor. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Will we not have an op- 
portunity to vote down the amendment of the gen- 
tleman bona Iowa and permit the amendment of 
ae to pass? 

he SPEAKER. No amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Iowa ispending. Hedid not obtain 
the floor for the purpose of offering an amend- 
ment. There is only one amendment pending, 
that of the gentleman from Ohio, to which he 
added part of the amendment which the gentle- 
man from lowa desired to offer. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Is it too late 
toamend the amendment by striking out that por- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER. It is too late. 

question has been ordered. 
* Mr. SCHENCK. I would ask whether this 
amendment is not susceptible of division, so that 
we can vote separately on the second poreeenees 
which was accepted as a modification. I prefer 
the amendment of my colleague precisely as he 
introduced it. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman will see that the 
portion which I accepted at the suggestion of the 

entleman from loWa calls for some facts in ad- 
ition to thecorrespondence. It does not deprive 
us of the correspondence. 

A Memser. It interferes with the committee. 

Mr. COX. It doesnot interfere with the com- 
mittee. The committee can use all the facts and 
correspondence. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio is not divisible. If the latter 

ortion embraced the words ‘‘the Secretary of 
ar’’ instead of the word “ he,’’ the amendment 
would be divisible. It embraces two different 
propositions, but the language is such that they 
must be voted on together. 
aan Clerk again read the amendment as mod- 
ified. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It seemsto 
me that the first part of that is a separate prop- 
osition. 

The SPEAKER. But each part must be a sub- 
stantive proposition. If the House should reject 


The main 





ST, a ee eer 
Ps 


—s 


{ 2 Ski lilt ROB ab RS ES 8 see ih Rep ee AS thy i NR a SONA! | 


Pret MOA TS) 


Fs A lili a las 


So er 


2 ale Pr GA RS 


ers 








= 
m3 
| 


rR a LAE AATAL ND ie Eh a EO AEN OE NO PE | 





1864. 





: THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


103 








the first part, the last, if adopted, would be a 
senseless proposition. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The Speaker 
will find, by examining the amendment, that if 
the last part be stricken out a substantive prop- 
osition will remain. 

The SPEAKER. But suppose that the first 
part be stricken out and the last adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. We do not 
ask that; weask that the last part shall be stricken 


out. 

The SPEAKER. If it be divided, it must be 
so that either branch, if passed, will make perfect 
sense by itself. The last branch would not be a 
substantive proposition, because it says, ** and 
that he report therewith.”? If, by unanimous 
consent, ** he’? were stricken out and ** the Secre- 
tary of War” inserted, the amendment would 
be divisible. 

Mr.COX. 1 withdraw that portion of the res- 
olution suggested by the gentleman from Iowa. 
I want a vote on the resolution as I offered it, and 
on that I demand the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the 
gentleman will be permitted to withdraw that por- 
tion of his resolution. 

There was no objection; so it was ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

The SPEAKER stated that the question re- 
curred on the following amendment: 

Resolved, (if not incompatible with the public interest,) 
All communications in reference to the exchange of pris- 
oners not heretofore published be communicated to this 
House by the Secretary of War. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 


Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr Nicotay, his Private 
Secretary, notifying the House that he had ap- 
proved and signed bills of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 380) for the relief of George 
W. Murray; and 

An act (i. R. No. 465) for the relief of Deb- 
orah Jones. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was also received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Hickey, Chief Clerk, notifying the House 
that that body had passed, without amendment, 


an act (H. R. No. 618) to amend the act entitled | 


**An act to provide internal revenue to support 
the Government, to pay interest on the public 
debt, and for other purposes,’’ approved June 30, 
1864. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union 
to take up and consider the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 


*®Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


(Mr. Scuencx in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated the first business in 
order to be the consideration of the special order, 
being House bill No. 620, to supply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1865. 


The bill was read through a first time for infor- 
mation. 


Mr. BROOKS obtained the floor. 
_ Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I believe it 
is understood that, by order of the House, the 
bill is open to points of order on the several items. 


I wish to raise a point of order, but do not wish | 
to interfere with the gentleman from New York. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that by order of the House the bill is open toany 
exception as to relevancy of the items under the 
rules of the House. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
submit. 
The CHAIRMAN. It will be received when 


the paragraph to which it applies is reached. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I suppose the gentleman from 


L have a point of order to | 





New York rises for the purpose of general dv- . 


bate, and [ will not present my point of order at 
this time. 


Mr.BROOKS. Mr. Chairman, 1 do not think 
it would be worth while for me to object to these 


several items, although they involve the appro- || 


priation out of the Treasury of $93,600,000, which 
is the sum total of the deficiencies provided in this 
bill. 


attention of the House as compared with other 


and more exciting questions which have been | 


brought before it. Millions have become things of 
minor importance. 


pose to renew at this day before this House the 
remarks I made at the last session of Congress 
upon these enormous deficiency bills; not only 
enormous in amount, but in reference to money 
which has been expended by public officers with- 
out any authority of Congress for so doing what- 
soever. 

I shall not, then, enter into any analysis of this 
a deficiency bill—this bill of millions— 


ecause | do not think it will avail anything fur- || 


ther than the consumption of the time of the 
House. There are on bills like these only two 
courses fora member of the Opposition to pursue; 
and the first of them is to say nothing on appro- 
priations like these, but to encourage gentlemen to 
offer amendments so as to exhaust as soon as pos- 
sible the Treasury of the country, and to leave no 
means for carrying on this war. Thisis not my 
mode of opposition. I shall never enter intoany 
opposition of the sort, and I only say that the 


most effective opposition would be to bankruptthe | 


Treasury and deprive the country by the enormity 
of these expenditures of any means to carry on 
the war. I repeat that this is not my set of 
opposition. 
the bill, and call the attention of the House, and 
especially of the dominant party of the House, to 
the magnitude of its appropriations. [| know if 
I entered into any such analysis at this time that 
but little attention would be paid to any exposure 
I should make. IfI did it I should only be wast- 
ing the time of the House which might be better 
appropriated to other purposes. 

t is the misfortune of this House—I speak it 
with no disrespect to any member—that there is 
not upon that side of the House what has hitherto 
almost always existed in the dominant party of the 
country, having control of vastsums of money to 
appropriate, objectors, cavilers, and debaters of 
appropriation bills; such men as existed in the 
Democratic party in former times, when it was in 
a large majority; one gentleman from the State of 


North Carolina, one gentleman from the State of || 


Virginia, and another still from the State of Ten- 
nessee; men who, though in the dominant party of 
the country, yet by comparison, by estimates, by 
analysis, by investigation, and thoroug® exam- 
ination from beginning to end, unraveled every 
item of the appropriation bills, and made the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means throughout answer for 
every item of those bills, for theirexactness and 
their fidelity, before they were satisfied with the 
appropriations and would assume the responsibil- 
ity of voting for them. 

With the exception of one gentleman on that 
side of the House, whom I will not name, I re- 
gret to say that no such examination is given to 
their own appropriation bills by the dominant 
party as has hitherto, through all eras of the Re- 
public, been given by the Democratic party con- 
trolling this House, or by the Whigs when they 
had the majority here. It is a misfortune to the 
country that there are not more gentlemen upon 
that side of the House who will exert all their 
powers and information in investigating, study- 
ing, and thoroughly rapes into all these bills; 
for, whatever | may say, and whatever vote may 
be given by this side of the House, will be imputed 
to opposiuon, and will not have respect given to 
them by gentlemen upon that side. 

I see in this bill, as appropriations for deficien- 
cies, four or five several items for this House 
alone, in the aggregate amounting to $65,000. 
& of them, without any detail whatever, is 
| 
| 


. . ‘ j 
mentioned as * miscellaneous items, $34,005 52.”’ 
The bill containing this miscellaneous item, with- | 


out any specification of details so far as | know, 
withoutany report, without any explanation, was 
yesterda 


| and set down for action to-day. 


“ For folding documents, $25,000,’’is another || ject. 


These items are not calculated to excite the | 


Therefore | do not propose |, the House, without any authority of law what- 


to enter into any discussion of them; nor do I pro- || 


Mine would be to carefully analyze | 


|| House is called upon to make up that deficienc 


ae 


—— 


| for documents already folded for the House. 

will not say what the appropriation is for; and if 
1 were to say it was solely for political purposes I 
should disarm myself of all power of claiming that 
attention from that side of the House which ought 
to be given toan item like this. And if I belonged 
to that side of the House | would certainly con- 
demn an expenditure of $25,000 in the recess of 


ever,and out ofa fund to be appropriated here ina 
deficiency bill. 

In an item to supply deficiencies for printing 
there is the enormous appropriation of $720,000. 
I do not doubt the expenditure wasin a good de- 


|| gree necessary, but I do say that under a proper 


administration of this Government, when the pub- 
lic printer has not received authority for the ex- 
penditure of public money, it is quite time to stop 
| the public printing until Congress again reassem- 
bles and names the necessary expenditure and 
makes the proper appropriation therefor. 

The items of appropriations for the war are 
| enormous, amounting in this bill, from a cursory 
examination and rough addition, to $92,000,000. 
I will enter into no examination of those expend- 
itures or of those items, other than to comment 
upon one, because if I did it would be said that 
1 was in opposition to the war. What I have to 
say upon that subject is that the Secretary of War 
ought to comprehend the work which is before 
him, and in the annual estimates which he sub- 
mits to Congress estimate sufficient in advance to 


|| meet what are likely to be his expenditures, And 


not, as now, present here this year a deficiency 
of $92,600,000, when in the deficiency bill of last 
year | think we appropriated over one hundred 
million dollars to make up the deficiency in the 
War Department of the year before. Sir, if there 
can be expenditures like these without respon- 
sibility, or like any of these without appropria- 
tions, the whole form of government is ended, 


|| and we are but the recording clerks to execute 


items of appropriation which the Secretary of War 
| may desire, or which other branches of the Gov- 
ernment may command. 

The money is spent and gone. We shall be 
told that our generals have found it necessary to 
expend this money; but here is an expenditure 
of over $92,000,000, for war purposes without any 
| authority whatsoever from this House, and with- 
outany responsibility upon the part of this House. 
| We are called upon in this House to do what an 
omnipotent British Parliament alone can do, pass 
a bill of indemnity to the Government for a viola- 
tion of law—an exercise of power never contem- 
plated by our Constitution, and never intended to 
be exercised by the House of Representatives. 

Mr. KASSON. Does the gentleman from New 
York mean to say that the proposed appropria- 
| tion for a deficiency of $92,000,000 is to reimburse 
what has been already expended without author- 
ity of law? That is what [ understand him to 


say. 

Mr. BROOKS. What is a deficiency bill? 

Mr. KASSON. It is a deficiency for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June next. The amount 
already appropriated isnot yetexpended, and this 
is an additional amount required to carry on the 
Government up to the 30th of June next. I cer- 
tainly thought the gentleman from New York 
understood the terms of the bill. 

Mr. BROOKS. How do kknow that, and how 
does the gentleman know it? 

Mr. KASSON. By reading the title of the bill. 

Mr. BROOKS. It is a bill for deficiencies, and 
a deficiency is a deficiency; | cannot define it 
further than thar. 

Mr. KASSON. Will the gentleman from New 
York be kind enough to read or to allow me to 
read the title of the bill? It is ** A bill to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the service 
_ of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865.”’ 

And so itis every year. These appropriations 
are to carry on the public printing office and the 











year, as on making estimates they find that the 
present appropriations are not sufficient. 





suddenly brought before this House || 


i 
| 


| other Departments to the end of the current fiseal 
| 


Mr. BROOKS, ‘That is the very same point 
the gentleman made lust year, and he compels 
| me to repeat what I said last year on that sub- 
The Secretary of War, and the Secretary 


| item in the dekeienty bill—an amount expended || of the Navy, and all the other Secretaries, ina 
| without any appropriation whatever—and the || book J have before me of no inconsiderable size, 
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make their estimates of what should be the annual 
expenditures of the Government, and those esti- 
gates, we are informed, are sufficient to carry 
on the Government for the fiscal year, and hith- 
erto, with the exception perhaps of two hundred 
and fifty or three hundred thousand dollars, the 
estimates of the Secretaries have been sufficient. 


What I complain of in the gentleman from | 


Jowa, and those who are associated with him on 
the Committee of Ways and Means, is that they 
do not in preparing the annual appropriation bills 
search the question and look into the expenditures 


of the Government, and, if they are not satisfied 
with the estimates of the Secretaries, allow enough 
in the annual bills to maintain the Government 
throughoutthe fiscal year without presenting to us 


here atthe end, or the middle, or the beginning 
of the session of Congress, a deficiency bill, as 
was the case last year, of one hundred and three 
or one hundred and four million dollars, and 
here a deficiency of $93,000,000. 

A new custom has been introduced; we have 
two appropriation bills now instead of one. 
Hitherto the custom has been to have but one. 
Kither the estimates of the Secretary of War and 
the other Secretaries are all wrong and erroneous 
or those of the Committee of Ways and Means 
are, so that the Secretary of the Treasury cannot 
know what are to be the« xpenditures of the Gov- 


ernment when he looks at these estimates. 
The modus operandi in the Treasury I take to 
be this—indeed, | know it is: the Secretary of 


War and the Secretary of the Navy place before 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in November or 
December, their estimates of what will be re- 
quired for their Departments. ‘The Secretary of 
the Treasury receives these estimates and sub- 
mits them to Congress as the expenditures of the 
Government for the fiscal year, The predeces- 
sor of the honorable gentleman who is now Sec- 
retary of the Treasury complained, and justly 
complained, that he knew nothing of what were 
to be the expenditures of the War Department; 
that the estimates came in sometimes in the regu- 
lar form, but oftener in an irregular form; that 
they came not through him, but often through 
the Committee of Ways and Means, so that he 
was obliged to carry on the Government and ask 
for loans and issue paper money to carry on the 
Government, while the Secretary of War was all 
the time deceiving him; | mean it in no offen- 
sive sense, but deceiving him as to the expendi- 
tures necessary to be made. Under this mode of 
doing business, the Secretary of the Treasury 
can know nothing of whatis called for. The Sec- 
retary of War last year asked for an appropria- 
tion of $108,000,000 for deficiencies, which was 


|| well understand how a gentleman on this floor can || 


| 





appropriated; and when these appropriations | 


came in throvgh the deficiency bill, Mr. Chase 
promptly and justly complained that the Secre- 


tary of War had upset his whole system for ad- || 


ministering the fiscal Department of this Govern- 
ment. Therefore I say that until the Secretaries 
make their proper estimates, and until the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means give those estimates 
proper and sufficient attention, it is impossible to 
carry on the fiscal administration of this Govern- 
ment without the appearance and reappearance 
in Wall street of the Government demanding 
loans, or without a call on the Treasury to flood 
the country with more and more irredeemable 
paper money. 

Mr. Chairman, tgere are other items in this bill 
which illustrate, in insignificant detail—so insig- 
nificant that I am almost ashamed to mention 
them—the remarks which I have made or am 
about to make. ‘There are items for office furni- 
ture, for carpeting, for miscellaneous items in the 
office of the Third Auditor, for the hire of carts, 
for the police of the Capitol, and for a thousand 
other little things, which ought not to be in a de- 
ficiency bill unless they have been already ex- 

ended, and which, if expended, ought not to 

ave been expended but by due sanction of law. 
The Secretary of the Treasury has no right to 
have a single carpet laid down in his building 
without due authority of law. This is a Govern- 
ment, or is intended to be a Government, of law; 
and all the power which this House has left, all 


that it is likely to have left it, (and_that not long, | 


unless it puts its foot down here,) is the holding 


of the oe purse through these appropriation 
bills, insi 
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| 
| 
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ation by law. Neither the President of the United 
States, the humblest officer within the walls of the 
Capitol, nor any officer anywhere, however high 
_orlow may be his position, hasa right, under our 
theory of Government, to expend a single cent 
of public money without due appropriation by 


law. And yet here, in this deficiency bill, all | 


through it, are miscellaneous items unknowing 
and unknown—appropriauons for fuel, labor, 
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light, the extension of the Treasury building, in- || 
cidental expenses, compensation to clerks, build- 


ing bridges, stationery, and blank-books—innu- 
merable items. If they have been already ex- 
pended, it has been without any appropriation by 


law, and if not already expended, they have no | 


right whatever to be ina deficiency bill, but ought 
to be in the regular appropriation bill. 

| Mr. Chairman, I know that I am wasting and 
consuming the time of the House in trying to 
arrest these wheels of expenditure, and in calling 
the attention of the committee to these items. | 
feel, | know, that I am unnecessarily consuming 
time; and I only do it in the faint hope that I may 
awaken on the part of the majority a disposition 
to analyze all the expenditures of the Government. 
As a mere member of the Opposition, if I desired 
to throw that party out of power | would rejoice 
atappropriations such as are presented, and which 
must in the end lead, if not better guarded, to the 

| bankruptey of the Treasury. Butas I wish to 
maintain the honor and credit of the Government, 
and as | am only for economy in the expenditure, 
I feel it to be my duty to my country, even if Ido 
waste time in it, to try and awaken aspirit in the 


vision over appropriation bills which has always 
| hitherto been given them by members of the party 
in power, 


| Mr.STEVENS. Mr. Chairman,I do not very 


justify himselfin occupying the time of the House, 
| and wasting the money of the country, when he 
tells us on rising and on sitting down that he 
| knows he is doing a vain thing, and that he is just 
| expending time for nothing. If Il thought that, sir, 
| 1 would hold my tongue; unless, indeed, the elo- 

quence of the gentleman from New York, which 
| has been so highly eulogized, and properly, all 
| ever the western country, be a sufficient excuse 
| for him in making a dissertation without any 
— object, and which he knows can have no 
| effect. 
| Now, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New 
| York has not moved to strike out a single item, 
_ and has not discussed a single item. Buthe has 
| read a very wholesome lesson to all the members 
on thissside of the House but one (Ido not know 
who that is) because they do not sufficiently ob- 
| ject to items in these bills, and he has particular 
objection to the action of the Committee of Ways 
| and Means for not scrutinizing them. Will the 
| gentleman tell us what the Committee of Ways 
and Means have overlooked? Will he tell us in 
what that committee have been derelict in their 
duty in reporting these bills? I understand the 
| gentleman to say that the Departments are at fault 
because they did not make their annual estimates 
| large enough. 
Mr. BROOKS. If the gentleman puts to me 
| a question for the purpose of being answered, I 

will answer him. In this bill | find the follow- 
| ing item, beginning at the sixteenth line: 
For contingent expenses under the act of August 6, 1846, 
| for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement 
| of the public revenue, provided that no part of said sum 
shall be expended for clerical services, $50,000. 

Now, I think that if the Committee of Ways 
/ and Means had given the subject due attention, 
| they could have saved that item of $50,000, and 





| made the national banks, which are receiving large 


} 
i 
| 
| 


| 
1 


| favors from the Government,provide for all these 

| expenditures in connection with the transferand 
disbursement of the public revenue. Thatis what 

| I mean, 

| Mr. STEVENS. Then the gentleman means 

| that which means nothing; for the Committee of 
Ways and Means could not pass a law upon that 

| subject. There is an existing law of Congress 
providing that these expenses shall be met in a 


| Certain way; and all that the Committee of Ways 


he House should insist that there shall || ation in accordance with the provision of t 


_ and Means had to do was to report an appropri- 
law. 


be no expenditures whatsoever without appropri- || It was not the provinee of the Committee of 
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Ways and Means to inquire whether that law 
was wise or unwise. 

Mr. BROOKS. I know that Ido not interrupt 
the gentleman, and therefore I will suggest to him 
that the committee might simply have added a 
proviso somewhat in this form: ** Provided, That 
no further sum be appropriated from the Treas- 
ury, but that all such collection and safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, disbursement, &c., be through the 
national banks.”’ 


Mr. STEVENS. If we had embraced in the 


| bill such a provision, my friend on my right, [Mr. 


| 


| knows that we could not do. 


W asusurne, of Illinois,] or the gentleman across 
the way, (Mr. Hoiman,] would have told us that 
it was not within our province to report such a 
provision, for it would alter an existing law, 
Almost any member would raise that objection.- 
The gentleman, therefore, would have us do what 
almost every member at all acquainted with the 
rules of this House knows to be out of order, and 
Now, sir, before a 


' teacher undertakes to instruct his pupils, he had 
| better learn his own lesson; he had better know 
| how to work out the problem before he undertakes 
' to teach its solution to others. The Committee of 
| Ways and Means, therefore, could not have done, 
| in reference to these two items, what the gentle- 


| 


man censures us for not doing. It was not within 


| our power to do so if we had desired to do it. 


|| other side of #he House that will prompt thedomi- || 
nant party to exercise that authority and super- || 


| 


But, sir, it is said that the Departments were 


| derelictin not making their annual estimates large 
enough. Mr. Chairman, if they had over-esti- 


mated, it would have very well become the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, had they known the 
fact, to cut down the amounts; but who ever 
heard of the Committee of Waysand Means being 
called upon to enlarge the estimates of appropri- 
ations? Are we to be censured because last year, 
when the estimates were sent in to us, we did not 
say to the Departments, ‘* These estimates ought 
to be doubled ?”’ that we did not say to the War 
Department, ** You ought to make yourestimates 
$92,000,000 more ?”’ (for that is the deficiency in 
that Department;) that we did not say to the print- 
ing department, ** You ought to have embraced 
in your estimates two or three hundred thousand 
dollars more??? How would that have become the 
Committee of Ways and Means? And if we had 
assumed to propose appropriations in excess of 
the departmental estimates, how long would the 
gentleman from New York have kept his seat 
before he would have lectured the Committee of 
Ways and Means for exceeding in extravagance 
even the extravagant Departments that had sub- 
mitted those estimates? Sir, it seems to me that 
the gentleman’s lecture is absurd. In saying this 
I do not mean any offense; but I think that it is 
absurd for him to say to us, ** You ought last 
year to have mate the appropriations greater,” 
or to say to the Departments that they ought to 
have made their estimates larger. 

Now, sir, it is always better that there should 
be a deficiency bill than that there should be a 
large surplus to be expended by the Departments, 
We meet here now within five months after the 
termination of the previous session. It was well 
known that when Congress should meet not 
half the time for which these appropriations wer® 
made would have expired, and that if they should 
prove insufficient there would be ample time to 
supply the deficiency by a deficiency bill. 

Now, sir, there are always deficiency bills. 
You can hardly refer to any period in the history 
of our Government when there were not defi- 
ciency bills, It is always better that there should 
be a necessity for a deficiency bill than that there 
should be voted upon general estimates a large 
surplus to be placed at the disposal of the different 
disbursing officers. 

Now, sir, in regard to whatis said about these 
large items. There is a large deficiency in the 
War Department, I think of $92,000,000. When 
the different heads of bureaus furnished the esti- 
mates for the last annual estimate the Secretary 
of War cut them down $400,000,000, and reported 
the balance. We made appropriations for $400,- 
000,000 less than the heads of bureaus reported 
to be necessary. It turns out that the Secretary 
of War, without injury to anybody, for there 
was time to make the appropriation, reported 
$92,000,000 too little, and when you have made 
that appropriation in this bill you will fall more 
than three undred million dollars under the esti- 
mates made by the heads of the different bureaus 
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of the War Department for the last year. What | blow ata struggling branch of American industry 
is there here that is wrong? If there beerror any- | 


where it was in the heads of bureaus making their 
estimates too high. It was wise to cut them down. 
If theyare toolow we can remedy that difficulty. 

How can the Secretary of War tell how much 
is necessary when he does not know how many 
troops will be called into the field, when he does 

not know how many guns will be lost, when he 
does not know how many head of cattle will be 
captured, when he does not know these and many 
other things? To say that he could foresee them 
is to indue him with omniscience. No one could 
do it. 

Now as to the deficiency in printing, which 
is the next large deficiency. Since last year the 
price of labor has.increased less in that depart- 
ment than in any other. I believe the increase 
has been only twelve and a half percent. But 
the price of paper has increased sixty-six per 
cent. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would like 
to have the gentleman from Pennsylvania explain 
to me his theory in reference to the increase in 
the price of paper.. I understand that we have 
imposed a duty upon paper so high that none can 
be imported, and that paper manufacturers have 
combined to put the price of paper up to this 
enormous extent, to a price utterly ruinous to the 
newspaper interest, and which must eventually 
destroy the local papers in the country unless 
Congress shall by a joint resolution repeal that 
duty. j 

Mr. STEVENS. I agree with the gentleman 
from Illinois that a great deal of fault lies with 
what I suppose—I do not know the fact—to be a 
combination among the papa makers. The duty 
was laid upon paper in hopes of getting some 
revenue from it. It seems that instead of stimu- 
lating that branch of industry, as has been the 
case with other branches, the reverse has been 
the case. 

Mr. KELLEY. I beg leave to say to my col- 
league that in a great degree it has stimulated that 
branch of manufacture, and that at this time works 
are operating and producing paper for newspapers 
from wood by a process not known two yearsago. 
There is being erected at this time, to my knowl- 
edge, one of the most extensive establishments in 
the country to See paper from pulp obtained 
from wood, and now producing many tons a day 
from imperfect works. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I should like ° 
inquire of my friend from Illinois [Mr. Wasn- 
BURNE] what evidence he has of a combination on 
the part of paper manufacturers to advance the 
price of paper. I think, unless he is prepared 
with facts and statistics, he has no right to pre- 
sent so serious a charge against any branch of in- 
dustry. I have heard intimations, here and else- 
where, that such was the case, but I have not yet 
heard any substantial facts which give evidence 
of any such combination on the part of paper 
manufacturers. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not know how this sub- 
ject has arisen at the present time, as I was called 
out of the House; but I am prepared to say that 
to my belief there is no branch of American in- 
dustry, employing the same amount of capital 
and labor, that is so unremunerative as the man- 
ufacture of paper. A large numbér of paper 
mills have been broken down during the past four 
or five years. If gentlemen would turn their at- 
tention to furnishing the manufacturers of paper 
with the raw material ata less price than they can 
now obtain itall this difficulty about the price of 
printing paper would disappear. The fact is that 
paper manufacturers are not deriving great profits 
from the manufacture of paper. On the contrary, 
a large portion of the es employed in making 
paper in this country has brokendown. I could 
point this House to establishment after establish- 
ment that has been broken down because the 
business has been unremunerative during the last 
year. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would in- 
quire if they have not been broken down by these 
combinations. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, No,sir. Ihave 
no idea the gentleman from Illinois would will- 
ingly make any misstatement whatever upon this 
subject. I have no desire to keep up the price of 
paper, but I have a desire that this House shall 
not, by any hasty or unfair legislation, strike a 
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by destroying the means of prodacing this article, 
and a making the burden upon the men employed 
in ma 

What will the newspaper interest of this country 
depend upon if the millsare all broken up? Will 
they depend upon supplies of paper broughtacross 
the Atlantic ocean; and are the members of the 
American Congress prepared in this time of war 
to strike down a branch of American industry, 
and to send this money which is now distributed 
among our own fellow-citizens across the waters 


to support the laborers of a foreign and perhaps | 


unfriendly Power? 

The whole theory upon this subject is falla- 
cious. It isall wrong. What we want isa greater 
amount of raw material, No gentleman can say 
that the employés of these factories receive an 
unreasonable recompense for their labor without 
the proprietors of those establishments receive an 
improper or more than remunerative return. This 
subject has attracted public attention a great deal 
within the lastfew years. Letme illustrate fora 
moment some of the difficulties which lie in the 
way ofacomplete supply of paper. Before the com- 
mencement of this war, when cotton was obtain- 
able ata low price, we had a large number of cotton 
mills running, and they produced alarge amount 
of cotton-waste, and that was the material used for 
making paper, and, next to rags, was the very 
best material that could be obtained. 

In addition to the raw material, we were deriv- 
ing from the various States of the Union a large 
quantity of domestic cotton and linen rags; but 
the same cause which has wiped out altogether 
the waste from cotton factories, so that there is no 


raw material from that source for paper, has also | 
led the people of the country to practice unusual | 
economy in the use of their cotton clothing, and | 


they mend up and make it lastas long as possible, 
so that a very large portion of the supply of do- 
mestic rags i also been taken away from the 
paper manufacturers. 

We are then producing less raw material than 
we were beforethe war. We have a large num- 
ber of men, formerly clothed more or less in cot- 
ton, who are now clothed entirely in wool, and 
they make no rags for the paper maker’s use. 

We are now dependent largely upon foreign 
markets for rags, and since the stringency came 
upon the American manufacturer for his raw ma- 
terial, every device has been resorted to to supply 
the deficiency. The resultis that great progress 
has been made in working straw and wood,rnd I 
think there is now every prospect that within a 
very short time—within a few years, and prob- 
ably within a few months—there will be a very 
considerable accession to the raw material for 
paper making from straw and from wood. But 
if Congress is going to so legislate as to destroy 
this branch of American industry, there will be 
no American capitalists, no American manufac- 
turers, who will risk their capital and direct their 
enterprise to this unpromising, and indeed rain- 
ous, branch of business. 

I hope there will be no modification whatever of 
the tariff on paper; and if there shall be any re- 
duction of the tariff on imported paper, I hope 
Congress will at least make a corresponding re- 
duction in the internal duty imposed upon that 
article. I believe that the true way to a reduction 
of the price of paper, and an abundant supply, is 


ment of this br&nch of manufacture at home, and 
particularly in the western country, where the 
raw material is so much more abundant than it is 
at the East. I have no interests in this question 


paper, and I am entirely willing to give whatever 
influence I have in the direction of securing to the 
consumers of paper an abundant and cheap sup- 
ply. And the way to do that is to protect the 
interests of our own manufacturers at home. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. In making 
the inquiry I did of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means I had no idea‘of being 
precipitated into a discussion of this paper ques- 
tion; and I had no idea of waking up my friend 
from Massachusetts, of whose politeness I have 
been the recipient at Boston, in looking through 
his magnificent paper warehouse in that beautiful 
My idea was—and I think it is one which 
has pervaded this House to a very considerable 


extent—that the price of paper had risen to such 
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ing newspaper paper greater than it is now. | 


for Congress to turn its attention to the develop- | 


which are subserved by a high duty on foreign | 
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| an extent that it was impossible for the country 
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to live under it, in consequence of the imposition 
of the present tariff, which is prohibitory. That 
leaves it to the domestic manufacturers, and I 
have understood from the best authorities that 
there is a combination of paper makers who have 


‘| controlled this;whole matter and who have brought 


up the price of paper from twelve and fifteen cents 
a pound to twenty-five and twenty-six cents per 
pound. That there has been such an advance in 
price I presume the gentleman will not deny. 

Mr. DAWES. 1 would like to ask my friend 
a question if he will permit me. 

r. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Certainly. 

Mr. DAWES. If he will answer my question 
satisfactorily with his own theory, perhaps we 
shall get some lighton this subject. If he knows 
anything about the manufacturing of paper he 
knows this, that it takés two pounds of rags to 
make one pound of paper. He knows also that 
the paper manufacturer is dependent upon the 
foreign article, and he knows also that such is the 
price of exchange that it now costs more than 
twice as much to obtain a pound of the foreign 
article that it did before the war. How can it 
possibly be, then, that two pounds of rags, cost- 
ing twice as much as they did before the war, can 
be made into paper now and the paper cost less 
than twice as much as it did before the war? You 
must also put into the computation the fact that 
there is a large amount of chemicals entering into 
the manufacture of paper that are bought abroad 
at the same double price,and more too, from the 
necessity growing out of the cost of exchange. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ket- 
LEY] hit this matter precisely. ‘Thediscovery of 
new materials here at home from which the man- 
ufacture of paper is being successfully carried on 
is a means whereby the price of paper will be 
brought down here at home; but never can it be 
munufactured at a less rate than double what it 


| could be manufactured for before the war so long 


as you have to give two dollars for one for all the 
rags you bring into this country, and 80 long as 
the circumstances alluded to by my colleague 
{[Mr. Rice] are such that we are dependent on 
foreign rags for this manufacture. It cannot be 
otherwise, unless my friend has genius enough to 
explain how it can be done. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair takes occasion 
to state two things: first, that the interruptions 
of the gentleman from Iilinois [Mr. Wasanurne} 
and other gentlemen are coming out of the hour 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srr- 
vens;] and further, the Chair will be compelled, 
if itassumes a much wider range, to arrest the 
whole of this debate upon the ground that in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
all debate on a special order must be confined 
strictly to the measure underconsideration. This 
being an appropriation for the purchase of sta- 
tionery, it is scarcely competent to go into the 
question of the duty on paper. ° 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. No ques- 
tion of order of that kind has been raised, 

The CHAIRMAN. No, but the Chair will 
feel compelled to raise that poi of order from 
the chair if the debate takes a much wider range. 
The gentleman from Illinois will proceed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. 1 willtry to 
keep within the rules. 

In regard to the point made by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes,] in relation to 
the enhanced price of the material from which 
paper is manufactured, let me say this in reply: 
before the war, the price of paper was eight and 
nine cents a pound, and the enhanced price of the 
material would have brought it up, say to fifteen 
or sixteen cents a pound; but not being satisfied 
with that, these paper monopolists and manufac- 
turers have run it up to twenty-five and twenty- 
seven cents per pound. 

The gentleman from the Boston district [Mr. 
Rice] spoke of the hardship and injury suffered 
by the paper manufacturers, and their failure to 
make money at the present prices. Let me tell 
him some facts which | know of my own knowl- 
edge. There is a paper-mill in the State of Ifli- 
nois, half of whieh was proposed to be sold six 
months ago fur $15,000, and the party now asks 
$75,000, and says that at that price it will pay an 
interest of forty per cent. 

This question does not come before us here be- 
cause this isan appropriation which we are bound 
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to make for this eeenee arising from the en- '| House. Whenever the question of printing arises | 


hanced price of paper. understand from the 
Superintendent of Public Printing—and if I am 
wong the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means will correct me—that he made his es- 


timate at eighteen cents per pound, but instead of || arrest this, but without avail. 


| largest appropriations asked for. 


we find the gentlemen on the other side as wellas | 
on this side of the Chamber ready to make the 
At the last ses- 


| sion I endeavored on two or three occasions to 


One proposition 


paying eighteen cents per pound he is obliged by || came in to print two hundred and fifty thousand 
these enhanced prices to pay from poe ort to || extra copies of the report on agriculture, which 


thirty-seven cents per pound. 
to meet this question. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. 1 would like to | 
ask my friend from I!linois whether the law does | 
not require thatthe Superintendent of Public Print- | 
ing shall advertise for proposals for paper, and | 
whether his contracts are not based upon the re- 
turns made to that advertisement; and if so, and | 


But we have got | 


| 


if he entered into contracts for paper at eighteen || 


cents a pound, I would like to know where is his | 

authority for paying thitty cents a pound? 
Mr.STEVENS. The gentleman does not un- 

derstand me as saying that the Superintendent 


entered into contracts at that rate. I said he | 
made his estimates at that rate. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. He made | 


the estimates on which I suppose he would have | 
to base his contracts. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I should sup- | 
pose that the Superintendent of Public Printing, 
whose business itis to be acquainted with the | 
price of paper, would come nearer to the mark 
than estimating paper at eighteen cents and pay- 
ing for it over thirty cents. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That has 
nothing to do with the great fact that the Super- 
intendent of Public Printing, who has full knowl- 
edge of the matter, instead of buying paper at 
eighteen cents a pound, which he estimated as a 
fair price, states to the Committee of Ways and 
Means that he is obliged to pay from thirty-one 
to thirty-seven cents a pound. That has nothing 
to do with the law in regard to the contract sys- 
tem. We have got to meet this question, not here 
in this deficiency bill, but when it shall come be- 
fore the House. Then it will be for Represent- 
atives to say whether the country shall have to 
submit to the present high price of paper by con- 
tinuing the high prohibitory duty, thus imposing 
a tax upon education, atax upon knowledge, a tax 
upon newspapers, a tax which will, in fact, de- 
stroy all our local newspapers if it be continued. 

Mr. MORRILL. May I be allowed to ask the 
prepares from Illinois, as he has — of the 

righ tariff on paper, what that tariff is? 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. It is pro- 
hibitory. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It is high 
enough to prevent the importation of paper. I 
think it is twenty per cent., payable, as a matter 
of course, in gold. 

Mr. COX. I think I can answer that question. 

Mr. MORRILL. I did notask the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Laughter. ] 

Mr. STEVENS. Iam very sorry to have to 
cut off this debate. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania yield to the gentleman from Ohio? 

Mr. STEVENS. If my time on this floor 
were not very short, Mr. Chairman, I might; but, 
as it is, L must beexcused. I am very glad that 
this debate has sprung up, because it has given 
us information which may be of use hereafter. 
Now, however, we are dealing only with this 
bill; and the actual price of paper is what we 
have to consider, not as to how we shall reduce 
the price hereafter, as I hope we shalldo. At 
present, however, its increased price has caused 
this deficiency, and makes an appropriation ne- 
cessary. That is why it is in this bill. 

There is another item of some ninety millions 
for the ordnance department. That arises from 
the fact that it is impossible to tell in advance 
what forts may be finished and will need arma- 
ment. As works have been finished ordnance has 
been supplied, and that has caused the deficiency 
now asked for. As we have discussed the whole 
bill without any particular objection to any part 
of it, Lhope we will go on and pass it. 

_ Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, as the sub- 
ject has come up for discussion, I desire to say, 
upon the paper question, that it is not entirely in 
consequence of the increased price of paper that 
this large deficiency has occurred. A very con- 
siderable part of the blame is to be put upon this 
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| tleman to order. 


required the work to be reprinted; and although 
the usual number of extra copies had been already 
distributed that proposition passed the House. 
Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. 1 wish | 
to say that the printing ordered * the House is 
but a small itemof the expense. ‘The great mass | 
of public printing is done for the Departments. 
Mr. MORRILL. I do not wish to censure the 
gentlemen who are on the Committee on Public 
Printing so much as the action of the House, if I 
may be allowed to express myself in that way. 
Mr. STEVENS. I think I must call the gen- | 


Mr. MORRILL. 1 withdraw the remark. 

Mr.STEVENS. The gentleman, coming from | 
a little stony hill in Vermont, which cannot be 
plowed, and which is not capable of agricultural 
development, is always attacking this agricultural 
report. [Laughter.] 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, | am willing 
to concede that the work itself is perhaps one 
which we ought to publish, and of which we ought 
to publish a liberal number. 

Then there was another proposition, and that 
was to print ten thousand extra copies of the vol- 
ume from the Secretary of State. That passed. 
Subsequently there was another proposition—to 








print the Dictionary of Congress; and every gen- 
tleman who wished to see his name in print of 
course supported that, although the work had 
no more to do with our legislative business than 
Worcester’s or Webster’s Dictionary. 

Mr. WILSON. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman whether he voted for that proposition. 

Mr. MORRILL. I did not. 

Mr. WILSON. Well, very many others did. 

Mr. MORRILL. But, Mr. Chairman, there 
are evils in the establishment of this office. It 
enables all the Departments of the Government 
to go there whenever they are hungry. When- 
ever they wanta little job all they have to do 
is to ale an order for it, and itis done. We 
strove at the last session to regulate that some- 
what by providing that nothing should be printed 
except under the order of the chief of a Depart- 
ment, It does happen to be true that a large 
amount of printing is required for the War Office, 
a much larger amount than wasanticipated. The 
whole of this increase has not arisen in conse- 
quence of the rise in the price of paper. It has 
arisen in part from the increased amount of orders 
for printing, mainly from the War Department. 

Mr. HOLMAN. On the item extending from 
the one hundred and second to the one hundred 
and eleventh line of the bill, I raise the point of 
order, under the 120th rule of the House, that the 
appropriation is not authorized by any existing 
law. lL regret to be obliged to raise this point, 
because the appropriation applies to a very mer- 
itorious class of gentlemen connected with this 
House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the 
clause which is objected to. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

**To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
execute the resolutions of the [louse of July 4, 1864, direct- 
ing payment of additional compensation to its officers, 
clerks, and other employés, and to the House reporters for 
the Congressional Globe, a sum sufficient for that purpose, 
being $37,991 40, is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the same 


is hereby added to the contingent fund of the House of 
Representatives.”” : 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will also read 
the 120th rule. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

* No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- 
propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by law, un- 
less in continuation of appropriations for such public works 
and objects as are already in progress, and for the contin- 

encies for carrying on the several departments of the 
vernment.”’ 

_The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from In- 
diana (Mr. Homan] objects to the clause of the 
bill which has been read, providing for increasin 
by twenty per cent. the compensation of the of- 
ficers, clerks, and other employés of this House. 
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The Chair overrules the point of order, as made 
under the provisions of the 120th rule, for this 
reason: the House of Representatives is a por- 
tion of one of the departments of the Govern- 
ment. The pay of its officers, clerks, and other 
employés, isa contingency attending the carrying 
on of that department of the Government. A 
question whether, in order to carry on the depart- 
ment, greater remuneration is necessary in order 
to secure the continued service of these employés 
or to properly compensate them, is a question 
which relates to the carrying on of that depart- 
ment. The last clause of the 120th rule is in these 
terms: 

« Unless in continuation of appropriations for such pub- 
lic works and objects as are already in progress, and for the 


contingencies for carrying on the several departments of 
the Government.”’ 





The Chair decides that it is a contingency re- 
lating to carrying on the legislative department of 
the Government, if the House thinks proper and 
the Senate thinks proper to increase the remuner- 
ation of their servants in order to secure their ser- 
vices, or in order better to reward those services, 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the committee 
rise for the purpose of closing the general debate 
on this bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Scnencx reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly House bill No. 620, 
to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1865, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. STEVENS moved that when the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill, all general 
debate should be closed in one minute. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


So the rules were suspended; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union,(Mr. Scuenck 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
deficiency bill,on which further general debate had 
been limited to one minute. ‘ 

Mr. HOLMAN. I call the attention of the 
committee to the following: 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
execute the resolutions of the House of July 4, 1864, di- 
recting payment of additional compensation to its officers, 
clerks, and other employés, and to the House reporters for 
the Congressional Globe, a sum sufficient for that purpose, 
being $37,991 40, is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise ee and the same 


is hereby added to the contingent fund of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 


I would ask the chairman of the Committee of 

Waysand-Means whether that increase of twenty 

er cent. embraces the Commissioner of Public 
uildings and the officers under him. 

Mr. STEVENS. My recollection is that the 
police under him are embraced, but that the Com- 
missioner himself is not. 

Mr. HOLMAN. His salary is $2,000. 

Mr. STEVENS. He is not embraced. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I should 
like to have the original resolution read, to see 
how broad it is. 

Mr. HOLMAN. In order to get the matter 
before the committee, I move to strike out these 
words: 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
execute the resolutions of the House of July 4, 1864, direct- 
ing payment of additional compensation to its officers, 
clerks, and other employés, and to the House reporters for 
the Congressional Giobe, a sum sufficient for that purpose, 
being 3991 40, is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the same 
is hereby added to the contingentfund of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

I ask that the Clerk will read the resolution of 
July 4, 1864; but before it is read I desire to say 
that I am well aware of the faithfulness in the dis- 
charge of their duties of the class of officers des- 
ignated in this appropriation. They are a meri- 
torious class of our citizens. The salary ss to 
them is equal to that paid in the other depart- 
ments of the Government, and equal to that here- 
tofore paid to like servants of the country. It is 
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equal to that paid to other officers in various em- || 

loyments under the Government. Itseemsto me, | 
then, that this House ought not to favor its own 
particular employés by increasing their salaries at 
a time when economy is demanded. 

I appeal to the House. Here is an appropria- 
tion bill of $93,000,000 to supply a deficit for the 

resent fiscal year ending the 30th of June next. 
tt also contains a proposition to increase the sal- 
arie a large class of officers to the extent of 
over thirty-seven thousand dollars. [ do insist, 
Mr. Chairman, that we are not sufficiently mind- 
ful as a body, although we may be as members, | 
of the condition of the country in reference to that 
most material feature, its finances. We have a 
tremendous war upon us demanding the whole 
resources of the country, and it does seem to me 
that we should husband those resources, and that 
there should, if possible, be retrenchment of ex- 
travagantand unnecessary expensesin all depart- 
ments of the public service. We ought not cer- 
tainly to increase expenditures in departments 
having no connection with the war whatever. So 
far as the War and Navy Departments are con- 
cerned, I have not raised my voice against appro- 

riations for them. What I condemn, and what 

protest against, is the enormous increase made 
during the last four years in those departments 
of the Government not at all affected by the rav- 
ages and operations of war. 

I now ask for the reading of the resolution which 
was adopted on the 4th of July last when scarcely 
any members were present. There was no dis- 
senting voice at the time, and | presume only a 
few were aware of its passage. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk pay, at the close of this session, 
out of the contingent fund of the [louse, to the officers, || 
clerks, and other employés of the House, a sum equal to 
twenty per cent. of their annual compensation respectively ; 


or, Where not receiving an annual compensation, on the 
amount received by them during the session. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. From the | 
reading of that resolution it will be perceived that 
it differs from this clause in the bill in this, that 
while the resolution provides for paying theclerks, 
officers, and other employés of the Hotes. the bill 
provides also for paying the additional compen- | 
sation to the reporters of the House for the Con- | 
gressional Globe. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands | 
that there is another resolution which embraced 
them. 





Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would like || 


to hear that resolution read. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk pay out of the contingent fund 
to the reporters of the House for the Congressional Globe 














extra compensation for the Capitol police em- 
ployed at that end of the Capitol. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- 
man certainly must be mistaken. I have never 
heard that they were considered as being employés 
of the House, or that they have received the ex- 
tra compensation which has usually been voted 
to the employés of the House. Yet I want this 
amendment adopted, so that it will exclude them 
from the benefit of the appropriation. 

Mr.HOLMAN. Who, then, will be embraced 
besides the officers, clerks, doorkeepers, and other 
officers immediately connected with the House? 
Who are’meant by “ employés?”’ Who are the 
employés who are to be paid? Probably the gen- 
tleman from Illinois can tell. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The motion to strike out the appropriation was 
not agreed to. 


Mr. KERNAN. For the purpose of calling the 
attention of the committee to the amount of money 
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we are appropriating for furnishing the Treasury | 


Department, | move to amend by striking out lines 
sixty-six and sixty-seven, as follows: 
For furniture, carpets, and miscellaneous items for the 
Treasury building, $15,000. 
If gentlemen will look atlast year’s deficiency 
bill, they will see that they appropriated, for fur- 
niture, carpets, and miscellaneous items for the 


Treasury building, $25,000; and immediately be- | 


low, for furniture, repairs of furniture in the Treas- 
ury Department, $5,000. There is $30,000. Then 


they will find in the same bill anappropriation for | 


refunding to the appropriation for the Treasury 


extension the amount paid out of that appropria- | 


tion of $150,000 for similar purposes. So thatin 
last year’s deficiency bill we appropriated abso- 
lutely $30,000, and so much of the $150,000 as 
was used. And in the regular appropriation bill 


for the year ending June 30, 1865, we appropriated | 
for the same purpose $40,000; and now in this bill | 
we appropriate the amounts | have alluded to, the | 


$15,000, and in the clause before that, $16,911 53, 
tor refunding to the Treasury extension the 


amount of payments made for furniture, and, on | 


the first page, $5,000 more for furniture, carpeting, 


preserving files, and miscellaneous items in the | 


office of the Third Auditor; making in this bill 
$36,911 53. 

So it appears that at the last session and this 
we appropriated for furnishing this building 
$106,900 in addition to what was paid out of the 
$150,000. It “does seem to me, considering that 
it was a building pretty well furnished before we 
came into office, that the appropriation of last 
session of over $70,000 specifically, in addition to 





an amount equal to twenty per cent. of their compensation 
as such reporters, for the present session of Congress. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the others 
go in I certainly shall not object to including the 
reporters for the Globe; but I wish to call the | 
attention of the House to the original resolution, 
and to the section of the bill now under consider- 
ation, and, to prevent the possibility of any other 
yaa being made, I ask the gentleman [Mr. 
TEVENS] to consent to an amendment of the 
clause, by adding thereto the following: 
But no payment shall be made under this provision to 
any other persons than the officers, clerks, and other em- 


ey of the House, and the reporters for the Congressional | 
lobe. 


Mr. STEVENS. I believe the appropriation 
is intended to embrace none other than those enu- 
— in the two resolutions which have been 
read. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
gentleman object to my amendment? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Does that amendment ex- 
clude the Capitol police? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment, simply because it does not amount to any- 
thingatall. The same construction will be placed 
upon the gentleman’s amendment that is placed | 
upon the original proposition. The amendment 


Does the 


It does. 
I have no objection to that 





uses the words “ other employés of the House;”’ | 


and that is the precise language of the appropria- 
tion. The Capitol police on this side o the Cap- 

itol have always been considered employés of the 
House; and the Senate make appropriagions of 


what was paid out of the $150,000, and that of 
$36,900 now, is too much. 
Mr.STEVENS. Mr. Chairman, all the mem- 


bers of this House know that we have gone on | 


furnishing room after room in the Treasury build- 
ing as fast as they were finished. The furniture 
has been necessary in order to enable the clerks 
to occupy the rooms. Since our meeting here 
last year, many of these rooms have been com- 
pleted, and of course new furnituge has been ne- 
| cessary. I presume there has not been an article 
bought that was not necessary to furnish some 
of these new rooms so as to enable the clerks to 
occupy them and go on with their business. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. PIKE. I moveto amend the bill by strik- 
ing out the following clause: 

For salary of the commissioner for codifying the naval 
laws under joint resolution of March 3, 1863, from July 1, 
1864, to March 3, 1865, $2,025. 

I call the attention of the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means to that item. 





tains an appropriation for the salary of the com- | 


missioner for codifying the naval laws. As I un- 
derstood it, that commissioner made his report at 
the last session of Congress and prior to the Ist 
day of July last. What he has had to do since 
I know not. 
his appointment or the duties with which he was 
charged which should call upon us to pay him 
any salary after he made his report. 

r. STEVENS. Mr. Chairman, I have seen 
| the commissioner and he tells me that he has been 


| gress in the revision of his report, and expects to 
& so engaged until the end of the fiscal year, 


It con- | 





1M 


when he hopes to have itcompleted. He had but 
‘i 0a finished it, and he states that the work 
e has been doing since was necessary to make it 
P 
u 








- 
| 
| perfect, and that he has been constantly engaged 


pon it. 
The amendment was disagreed to. 


_Mr. STEVENS. I move that the committee 
rise and report the bill to the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Scuenck reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the: state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the state of 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly the bill of the Flouse ( No. 620,) to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the service 
of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1865, 
and had directed him to report the same to the 
House, with an amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The amendment reported from the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


WASHINGTON GAS COMPANY. 
Mr. DAVIS, of New York. I ask the unani- 


mous consent of the House to take from the 
Speaker’s table Senate bill No, 363, for the pur- 
pose of putting it upon its passage. It is « bill 
for the relief of the Gas Company of the city of 
Washington. 

Mr. PIKE. 


AMENDMENT OF INTERNAL REVENUE LAW. 


Mr. STROUSE, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
requested to inquire into the expediency of amending sec- 
tion one hundred and three of the internal revenue act, 
so that canal boats and barges now paying a tonnage tex 
shall be exempt from the tax of two and a half per cent. 
upon freight, &c., and be thus placed upon the saine foot- 
ing as provincial vessels bringing cargoes to our ports. 


NORTHERN INDIAN SUPERINTENDENCY. 
Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa, by unanimous con- 


sent, and in pursuance of previous notice, intro- 
duced a bill to abolish the northern Indian super- 
intendency; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 


CONFISCATION OF CONSCRIPTS’ PROPERTY. 


Mr. GRINNELL. I ask the unanimous.con- 
sent of the House to offer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
|| structed to report at an early day upom the expediency of 
|| a law to confiscate for the Government, when practicable, 
so much of the property of conscripts who have failed to 


report for duty as may be required to secure the services 
of a soldier in their stead. 





I object. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


THE NATIONAL BANKS. 
Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, by unani- 


mous consent, introduced a bill to authorize na- 
tional banks to close their banking institutions on 


I object. 


other negotiable instruments, under the laws of 





There was nothing in the tenor of | 


the United States, falling due and payable on such 
days, due and payable on the preceding secular 
day respectively; which was read a firstand second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

COMPENSATION OF POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa, asked unanimous 
consent to offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


| 





|| busily engaged ever since the adjournment of Con- | 


| 
|| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
so amending the act of July J, 1964, regulajing the com- 
|| pensation of postmasters, as to allow postmasters of the 
third class a reasonable sum for the neecssary cost of rent, 


i 


certain days named, and to make all notes and 
| 





|| fuel, lights, and clerks. 
Mr. HOLMAN objected. 
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MILITARY ROAD IN ARIZONA. 


Mr. POSTON, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, consid- 
ered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be di 


rected to inquire into the expediency of making a grant of 
public lands to aid in the construction of a military road 


from the head of navigation on the Colorado river to Great | 


Sait Lake City, and from some point on the said river to 
Prescott, the capital of Arizona; and also as to the propri- 
ety of au appropriation of lands for the improvement of the 
navigation of Colorado river. 


FRIENDLY INDIANS OF ARIZONA. 


Mr. POSTON also, by unanimous consent, of- 


fered the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be dl- | 


rected to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation for the purpose of colonizing the friendly Indians 
of Arizona on @ reservation to be selected from the public 
lands. 

TAX ON MILEAGE. 


Mr. DRIGGS asked unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolution: 


Whereas the Sergeant-at-Arms has deducted the five per 
cen, tax from the mileage of members as well as from the 
salary: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
directed to inquire by what authority the same has been 
done, and to report to this House. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I object. 
ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. COBR, from the Committee on Enrolled | 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act(H.R. No. 


618) to amend the act entitled ‘* Anactto provide 
internal revenue to support the Government, to 
pay interest on the public debt, and for other 


purposes,’’ approved June 30, 1864; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
when the House adjourns to-day it adjourn to 
meet on Friday next. 

The SPEAKER. 
tertained, from the fact that the House has already 
decided that it will not meet on Friday. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. hen | ask | 
unanimous consent that there shall be no business 
transacted to-morrow. 

Objection was made. 

And then, on motion of Mr. HOLMAN, (at 
twenty-five minutes to four o’clock, p. m.,) the 
House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, December 22, 1864. 


Prayer by Rev. Tuomas Bowman, D.D., Chap- 
lain to the Senate. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 





PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BUCKALEW. I present the petition of | 
William Appleman, of Pennsylvania, with ac- 
companying papers, reciting his conviction before 
a military commission, ca »raying that the fine 
imposed by it may be refunded. 1 move thatthe | 
ae ancy and papers be laid on the table and 
printed, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order 
will be made if there be no objection. 

Mr. GRIMES. I object to printing solely on | 
the ground that | hear no statement made by the 
Senator from Pennsylvania that will make this | 


an exception to the general rule, which is that 
petitions shall not be printed. 


Mr. BUCKALEW. I have no objection to 
waive the motion to print, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 
— is waived, and the petition lies on the 
table. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. I hold in my hand a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, and a report 
from the Light-House Board, upon a petition of | 
citizens of Rhode Island and New York, praying | 
for the establishment of fog signals at PointJudith, 
Lhode Island, and at Execution Rocks, and Hart | 
island, New York. The subject is of public in- 
terest, and I move that the letter and the report 
be read and referred, with the accompanying pa- | 
pers, to the Commitwe on Commerce. 





TH 


That motion cannot be en- | 


The motion was agreed to; and the following 
| documents were read: 
Treasury Department, December 20, 1864. 


Sir: Your letter of the 13th instant, with accompanying 
| petitions from citizens of Providence, Rhode Island, and 
\| 2 jew York, engaged in commercial pursuits in said cities, 

requesting the erection of “ fog signals” at Point Judith, 
| Execution Rocks, Hart Island, and Beaver Tail, having 


to transmit a copy of their report on the subject. 
I am, very respectfully, F 
W. P. FESSENDEN, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. WiritiaM Spracve, United States Senate. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Orrice Lient-Hovuse Boarp, December 19, 1864. 


Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a 
letter from Hon. WiLLIaM Spraove to the honorable Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury, with a petition from citizens of Prov- 
idence, Rhode Island,and New York, engaged in commer- 
| cial pursuits in said cities, also addressed tothe honorable 
Secretary of the Treasury, and both addressed to this board 
“ for a report.” 

These papers have been submitted to the board, and Tam 
instructed respectfully to report that the attention of the 


nals of different kinds as aids to navigation in those waters 
of the bays and rivers of the United States where fogs most 
|| prevail. 

In 1860 an appropriation of $6,000 was made by Congress 
| to enable the board to experiment in the matter of fog sig- 
| nals. Of this appropriation $4,500 are yet on hand, and 
further experiments are necessary to enable the board to 
decide on the relative advantages of bells, whistles, and 
trumpets. 





were sufficient for vessels entering or leaving the waters of 


be immediately placed near the lightif an appropriation can 
be obtained in accordance with an estimate submitted with 
this. 

The fog signal at Beaver Tail was discontinued tem- 
| porarily, but will again be put in operation. 
| The bell on Execution Rocks has been ordered to be re- 
placed by a larger one. 

Measures are being taken for the erection of a light house 


will be placed there. 

The papers are herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, 
W. B. SHUBRICK, Chairman. 
Hox. WivviaM P. Fessenven, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Estimate. 





Rocks and Hart Island, New York, $10,000, 


Mr. SUMNER. I offer a petition from Rev. 
John Beeson, who is well known to have interested 
himself very much in the welfare of the Indians, 
in which he asks Congress that a proclamation of 
amnesty and protection for all Indians who will 
cease their hostility against the péople and Gov- 
ernment of the United States may be speedily is- 
sued. I move its reference to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr.SUMNER. [Palso offer the petition of Mrs. 
| Catharine Spear, widow of the late Rev. Charles 
Spear, who devoted his life to persons in prison, 
asking Congress to make provision for the care and 
reformation of juvenile offenders here in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and setting forth the necessity of 
such provision. {f move that it be referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 
The motionswas agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON presenteda petition of officers of 
the Army praying for an increase of their pay and 
allowances; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. No. 586) to drop from the 
rolls of the Army unemployed general officers, 
reported adversely thereon, and submitted a re- 
| port, which was ordered to be printed. 
| Mr.SUMNER, from the Committee on Foreign 
| Relations, to whom were referred two petitions of 
citizens of lowa, praying for the abrogation of the 
reciprocity treaty, asked to be discharged from 
their further consideration; which was agreed to. 


“ THE SOLDIERS’ HOME. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion by unanimous consent: 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
| Militia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 

tinuing the relief to soldiers at the Soldiers’? Home, inquir- 
ing into the manner in which the funds for the said imstitu- 
tion have been managed, the present condition of the same, 





been referred to the Light-House Board, [ have the honor | 


board has been anxiously drawn to the subject of ear sig- | 


| It has been deemed that the excellent light on | 
i! Point Judith and the large buoy on the Great Eastern Rock | 
i} 


on Hart Island, and a fog signal, either a bell or whistle, | 


For fog signals at Point Judith, Rhode Island, Execution | 


| and substituting therefor pensions to those at present by lay 


|| tion of this kind, an 
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ment in establishing the same might not be better carrieg 
out by repealing the law, abandoning that mode of relief, 
entitled to its benefits. 


Mr. HALE. My impression is that a resoly. 
d jothein in these very words, 


| was passed at the last session; but I have no ob. 
|, jection to this resolution; letit go. 


the United States by that passage, but a bell or whistle will || Ow; ; 
|, amendments to it, in order to have them printed. 
| I do not think there will be any objection to 


\, aud also whether the benevolent purposes of the Govern- |! of the State. 


| ‘The resolution was agreed to. 
MILITARY SERVICE. ° 


| Onmotion of Mr. WILSON, the Senate, asin 
' Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
| the bill (H. R. No. 583) to amend the twenty. 
| first section of an act entitled ‘‘An act to define 
the pay and emoluments of certain officers of the 
Army, and for other purposes,” approved July 
| 17, 1862. The bill proposes to amend the section 
referred to, so as to make it read as follows: 


That any alien, of the age of twenty-one years and up- 
wards, who has enlisted or shall enlist inthe armies of the 
United States, either the volunteer or regular forces, or in 
the naval or marine forces, and has been or shall hereafter 
| be honorably discharged, may be admitted to become a citi- 
| zen of the United States, upon his petition, without any 

previous declaration of his intention to become a citizen 
| of the United States, and that he shall not be required to 
| prove more than one year’s residence within the United 
States previous to his application to become such citizen; 
and that the court admitting such alien shall, in addition to 
the proof of residence and good moral character, as is now 
provided by law, be satisfied by competent proof of such 
person having been honorably discharged from the service 
of the United States as aforesaid. 


Mr. WILSON. I do not desire to put the bill 
on its passage now, but to move two sections as 


them; but I wish Senators to have them before 
them, so that they may know what they are. 
The amendments are to add to the bill the follow- 
ing additional sections: 

Sec. 1. And be it further enacted, That it is not within 
the intent of the first section of the act of March 3, 1863, 
entitled ‘An act to authorize the brevetting of volunteer 
and other officers in the United States service,’’ author- 
izing the President to confer brevet rank for gallant actions 
and meritorious conduct, to make a distinction as to pay 
between the officers of volunteers and other forces, in- 
eluding the regular Army ; but that such brevet rank does 
not entitle any officer, either of the regular Army or volun- 
teers, to any increase of pay or emoluments. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if a soldier dis- 
charged for wounds received in battle die before receiving 
the bounty provided by the act of March 3, 1863, entitled 
* An act to amend an act to authorize the employment of 
volunteers,” &c., the bounty due shall descend to his heirs 
in the same manner and order of succession as if he had 
died in service. 

The amendments were ordered to be printed, 
and the further consideration of the bill was post- 


poned until to-murrow, 
BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HALE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 368) to 
incorporate the Association of the Sisters of Mercy 
in the city of Washington, District of Columbia; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


LAND SALES IN KANSAS. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas, asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 88) suspending the sale by 
sealed bids of the lands: of the Kansas and the 
Sac and Fox Indians; which was read twice by 
its title. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I desire the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to put the joint reso- 
lution on its passage at the present time, : 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution, which proposes to postpone 
the sales of the lands of the Kansas and Sac and 
Fox tribes of Indians of the State of Kansas by 
sealed bids until the 14th of December, 1865, any 
treaty or law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. HARLAN. Has that resolution been re- 
ported from any committee? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has not. 
| It has just been introduced by the Senator from 





Karsas. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Itis a copy of a reso- 
lution that was passed on the same subject at the 
second session of a former Congress. | desire to 


state to the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands that these lands were advertised while our 
_ people were engaged in resisting Price’s invasion 
To-morrow is the day appointed 


| 
| 
| 


Tay 


Pest 


ee ene ee 


shin staan 





| 


ee eset 


mn Fath 


18 


for th 
postp 
tunity 
sales 


SION | 
resolt 
perio 
this f 
the hi 
had ¢@ 
Th 
withe 
Mi 
shou 
we Ci 
Th 
aside 
M: 
to its 
am Vv 
M 
actio 
the ¢ 
been 
as ch 
and | 
M 
state 
the | 
that 
oluti 
this 
mitt 
com 
the | 
have 
then 
of K 
ask 
The 
M 
Sens 
the | 


res¢ 
con 

R 
foru 
one 
men 
of D 
and 
wer 
fron 
fron 
kep 
prot 
sho 
they 


cee 


in| 
sid 
act 
an 
wh 
Co 
pe 
ted 
St 


alt 
all 


cle 
tal 
ae 
pu 
th 





SSS ae etl 


ee ed i i I 


a a a 6] 


= 


; 
2 
} 








1864. 





for the opening of the bids, and unless the sale is | 


postponed our people will have had no oppor- 
‘unity whatever of competing for the lands. The 
sales were postponed on the last day of the ses- 
sion of 1862, and this is an exact copy of that 
resolution. ‘To-morrow is the termination of the 
period when the bids are to be opened, and unless 
this resolution is passed, the lands will all g° into 
the hands of speculators, our people not having 
liad an opportunity of bidding for them. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment. : 

Mr. HARLAN. I prefer that the resolution 
should be passed over for a few moments until 
we can look into it a little. ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be laid 
aside informally, if there be no objection. _ 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I have no objection 
to its being passed over for a few moments, but I 
am very anxious that it should be passed to-day. 

Mr. HARLAN. Itis not my purpose to defer 
action to-day, but I learn from the chairman of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs that he has not 
been consulted in relation to it, and I have not, 
as chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, 
and I would prefer to look into it. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. In explanation, I will 
state that | have just this moment returned from 
the Interior Department, and have just learned 
that to-morrow 1s the last day. The former res- 


olution to which I have referred, and of which | 


this is an exact copy, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and reported by that 
committee. You will find it the very last act of 
the second session of the former Congress. I 
have just sent for the statute. The sales were 
then postponed for the same reason: the people 
of Kansas had had no opportunity to bid; and | 
ask a postponement now for the same reason. 
They were advertised for three weeks. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will ask the honorable 
Senator from Kansas whether the Department of 
the Interior recommends the suspension. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I copied this resolu- 
tion in Judge Usher’s room. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. We will look into it. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Do I understand the 
Senator to object to it? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Let it lie over fora short 
time. The other Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
Pomeroy] has just taken his seat, and | should 
like to consult with him. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tion will be laid aside informally. 


DELAWARE VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. SAULSBURY submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
form the Senate whether volunteers for thirty days and for 
one hundred days were called for by order of his Depart- 
ment, at any time preceding the last two drafts in the State 
of Delaware, trom that State, and if so, for what purpose, 
and under what authority of law; whether such volunteers 
were promised as an inducement to volunteer exemption 
from said drafts; whether said volunteers were exempted 


The resolu- 


from said dratts when they volunteered; whether they were | 


kept within the limits of said State, and whether they were 
promised as a further inducement to Volunteer that they 


should not be sent without the limits of said State, or that | 


they should not be employed in active service in the field. 
OATH FOR LAWYERS. 


Mr. SUMNER. 1 move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 72. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as | 


in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 


sider the bill (S. No. 72) supplementary to an | 
act entitled ‘An act to prescribe an oath of office, | 
and for other purposes,”’ approved July 2, 1862, | 








‘ 








which had been reported upon adversely by the | 


Committee on the Judiciary. 


It provides that no | 


person, after the date of this act, shall be admit- | 
ted to the bar of the Supreme Court of the United | 


States, or of any circuit or district court of the 
United States, or of the Court of Claims, as an 


attorney or counselor of such court, or shall be | 


allowed to appear and be heard in any such court, 
by virtue of any previous admission or any spe- 
cial power of attorney, unless he shall have first 
taken and subscribed the oath prescribed in ‘*An 


act to prescribe an oath of office, and for other | 


purposes,’ approved July 2, 1862, according to 
the forms and in the manner provided in thatact; 


which oath so taken and subscribed is to be pre- || 


served among the files of such court, and any per- | 


j 
Mr.SUMNER. 
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son who shall falsely take the oath shall be guilty || States, or at any time after the 4th of March next shat! be 


of perjury, and, on conviction, shall be liable to 
the pains and penalties of perjury, and the addi- 
tional pains and penalties in that act provided. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I do not rise to oppose the 
passage of the bill, but to suggest to the honor- 
able member from Massachusetts that perhaps it 
would be as well to make it operate at some fu- 
ture day. It applies to all circuit and district 
courts of the United States; and between now 
and the time when the courts will know of the 
existence of such a law, there will be hundreds, 
perhaps, of lawyers admitted. It does notere- 
quire those who have been admitted to take the 
oath. I think the bill had better be limited to 
some future day. 

Mr.SUMNER, What day would the Senator 
propose? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Any day that would give 
sufficient time to enable the courts to have a 
knowledge of the existence of this law. 

Mr.SUMNER. How would it doto say, ‘so 
soon as the law shall reach them ?”’ 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then you would make ita 
matter of fact, you know. 1 suggest the Ist of 
February. That will be time enough. 

Mr. SUMNER. By the telegraph the knowl- 
edge can come to any court now in twenty-four 
hours. 

Mr. JOHNSON. If I were the court I would 
not be governed by telegraphic dispatches in 
these times; you cannot rely upon them; and 
some of these courts are situated where there is 
no telegraph. 

Mr. SUMNER. Not United States courts. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Oh yes. There are all the 
United States courts in the Territories. I sug- 
gest the Ist of February. 

Mr. SUMNER. [I should like to have it act 
immediately in this capital. 

Mr. JOHNSON. You can say it shall act in 
the Supreme Court now, and in the other courts 
of the United States on and after the Ist of Feb- 
ruary or the 4th of March. 

The honorable member from Massachusetts 
yesterday—I did not hear him at the time very 
distinctly—referring to the bill which is now be- 
fore the Senate, and which he said was at that 
time on the table, stated that he understood some 
lawyers had refused to take a similar oath pre- 
scribed by the local courts. I know of but one 
member of the bar who is in that situation; and 
itis due to him to say, (and I am sure the hon- 


orable member from Massachusetts will agree, 


that the reason assigned was sufficient,) that he 
had no objection at all to take the oath if it was 
legally exacted, but he objected to its being ad- 
ministered by the mere order of the supreme court 
for this District, he thinking (whether i was right 
or not, | am not prepared tosay) that as the law 
creating the court as it now exists transferred all 
the causes to the newcourt from the old, the law- 
yers who were concerned in the old court, and 
entitled to try those causes, were necessarily also 
entitled to appear in the new court without tak- 


the contrary. [am satisfied from what I heard 
him say long before the bill was introduced by 
the honorable member from Massachusetts, and 
what I have heard him say still more recently, 
that he never had or would have the slightest ob- 
jection to take the oath when the oath should be 
prescribed by any law passed by Congress. And, 
as far as I am advised, speaking for the profes- 
sion generally, | do not know that there isa mem- 
ber of the bar in the United States who will hes- 
itate to take this oath after Congress shall have 
passed the law. 

But nfy principal object in rising was to sug- 
gest to the honorable member the propriety of ex- 
tending the operation of this bill, at least in rela- 
tion to the other courts, to some distant day when 
all the courts can have knowledge of us exist- 
| ence, so that the rule upon the subject may be 
uniform, 





I accept the suggestion of the 
Senator, and move to insertafter the word * or,”’ 
| in the fourth line, the words * at any time after 


| the 4th of March next shall be admitted to the || 


| bar;’’ so that the whole clause will read: 


| That no person, after the date of this act, shall be ad- 


| mitted to the bar of the Supreme Court of the United | 


ing the oath, as Congress had provided no law to | 


adinitted to the bay of any circuit or district court of the 


|; United States, &e. 





| 


H fore voting. 


Mr. JOHNSON. That satisfies me. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS. I feel a very great indifference 
about this matter, whether it passes or fails; but 
I suppose it will pass as a matter of course. My 
own experience is that official oaths are of very 
little value; and I do not think they are of any 
more value upon the parties who propose them 
than they are upon those whom it is intended 
should take them. This seems to be the day of 
imposing oaths. We have test oaths and special 
oaths and general oaths connected with office and 
official duty without number. For myself, with 
some experience in relation to the value of oaths, 
1 would not givea fig forall that could be imposed 
in connection with the performance of official 
duties. [| think it is trifling with and bringing 
into contempt, if notderision, what was intended 
to bea very sacred and solemn obligation, and that 
one effect will be to deprive it of all of its moral 
power, in a great degree at least. 

But there is one special objection which I would 
suggest to this measure. I care not whether it 
passes or not. [understand that lawyers and prac- 
titioners in the courts of the British provinces are 
permitted to practice in the courts of some of the 
adjacent States and in some of the United States 
courts held in those States, and that this is a mat- 
ter of mutual comity. I donot know personally 
that such is the fact, but from all the information 
I have received on that point, I believe it to be so; 
and [ think this comity would be unnecessarily 
and without the least profit in any consideration 
whatever interfered with by the passage of this 
bill. e 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. i 

Mr. SAULSBURY. | was one of the members 
of this body who thought the Congress of the 
United States had not the suite constitution- 
ally to pass the act indicated in this bill. [ thought 
it was ex post facto in some, and in wr jesgneans 
objectionable in all, of its provisions. I believe if 
there is one evil more than another in thiscountry, 
it is the administering of these oaths so freely. Go 
back a few years ago, and you find that political 
societies were organized throughout the length 
and breadth of this land bound together by secret 
oaths taken at midnight, in out-of-the-way places 
sometimes. I think you can trace from the ex- 
perience of that day some of the evil consequences 
which afflictusnow. I believe that a measure of 
this kind can be attended with no possible good. 

I will not, however, Mr. President, discuss the 
question. My purpose in rising was simply to 
call for the yeas and nays on the passage of the 
bill, so that I might record my vote against a 
measure of this iaahe, I ask for the yeas 
and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Sec- 
retary proceeded to call ‘he roll. 

Mr. JOHNSON (when his name was called) 
said: I suppose | am at liberty to say a word be- 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By unanimous 
consent. The Chair hears no objection. 
Mr.JOHNSON. ‘This bill was referred to the 


Committee on the Judiciary at the last session, 


| and it was, I think, the almost unanimous opin- 


ion of the committee that it was not at all neces- 
| sary to the security of the country that this oath 

should be required to be prescribed, and they 
. therefore failed to recommend the passage of the 

bill. We were under the impression, as well as 

1 remember, that if it was necessary to prescribe 
| such an oath to members of the bar, it was equally 
| necessary, and Peerane more necessary, (because 
| the members of the bar, comparatively, in num- 
| bers, are very small with reference to the whole 
population of the United States who are concerned 
| in business of various descriptions, ) that it should 
| be prescribed to every man in the United States; 
| notonly toany man who pursuesany other profes- 


|| sion, but any man who pursues any calling. The 


doctor should not be permitted to practice unless 
he took an oath of this description; the clergyman 
should not be permitted to preach unless he took 
an oath of this description; the merchant should 
not be permitted to carry on his particular busi- 
ness; and so in reference to all the relations in 
which men may be placed in society. But aw the 
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honorable member seemsto think that it may in 
some measure serve to render the condition of the 
country more safe or less perilous than it would 
be without this oath being taken by the members 
of the bar, I for one am willing to let him silence 
his own fears on that subject and let the law be 
passed. I say, ‘ Yea.”’ 

The call of the roll was concluded, and the re- 


sult announced—yeas 27, nays 4; as follows: — || 


YEAS—Meners. Anthony, Brown, Clark, Collamer, Con- 
ness, Dixon, Doolittle, Farwell, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Har- | 
lan, Harris, Henderson, Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Lune of 
Kansas, Morgan, Pomeroy, Rausey, Sherman, Sprague, | 
Sumner, Ten Eyck, Van Winkle, Willey, and Wilson—27. 

NAYS — Messrs. Buckalew, Davis, Richardson, and 


Baulsbury—. } 


ABSENT — Messrs. Carlile, Chandler, Cowan, Hale, 
Harding, Hendricks, Hicks, Howard, Howe, McDougall, 
Morrill, Nesmith, Powell, Riddle, Trumbull, Wade, Wil- 
kinson, and Wright—18. 


So the bill was passed. 
LAND SALES IN KANSAS. 


Mr. POMEROY. I move to proceed to the 
consideration of the joint resolution offered by 
my colleague, that was laid aside informally so 
that we might examine the treaty. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate | 
will resume the consideration of that joint reso- 
lution, (S. No. 88,) it having been laid aside in- 
formally. 

Mr. POMEROY. I move to amend the reso- 
lution by striking out ** 14th day of December’’ 
and inserting “ Ist day of July.” 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I accept that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. POMEROY. I will only remark to the 
Senate that | have had my attention called to the 
treaty this morning, and I do not see that the 
lands can be sold at less than $1 25 an acre; but | 
being informed @hat there is an effort to get the 
lands into the hands of speculators and not set- 
tlers, I desire to have the matter postponed for | 
six months, so as to give every body a fair oppor- 
tunity. I donotthink thatcan work any injury 
but it may work some good toourcitizens. Ido 
not think it is good policy to prevent the people 
getting their titles at an early day, because until 
the titles are perfected the people will not improve, 
and the country will not settle up. I want the 
titles perfected at an early day, and that is the 
reason why I propose a postponement of six 
months instead ofa year. I think adelay of six 
months will give any contesting parties time 
enough to prove their claims and perfect their 
titles. I cannot see, however, that any injury 
could result if the provisions of the treaty were | 
adhered to strictly; but to prevent anything of | 
that kind I am willing to vote for the passage of | 
the resolution with this amendment. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. Lane] accepts the amend- 
ment of his colleague, [Mr. Pomeroy,] and the 
resolution will be regarded as so modified. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. This question in 1862 | 
was before the Committee on Indian Affairs, and | 
at that time we recommended the passage ofa sim- 
ar resolution. [ do not from any knowledge 
which has come to me know that it can in any 
a prejudice the interests of the tribe of Indians; 
and as both the Senators from Kansas concur in 
the resolution and desire its passage, and I sup- 
pose as a matter of course they represent, and 
ereny represent, the interests of the people of 

Xansas, and | do not know of any objection to 
the passage of the resolution, I shall vote for it. It 
came up suddenly, and being asked to be passed 
immediately without reference to a committee, I 
was cautious upon that subject and desired some | 
little examination of it. With my present infor- 
mation, unless in the course of the day some fur- 
ther information should come to me, | shall con- 
gent now that the resolution may be taken up 
and passed; but if any further infereaiion shall 
come to me showing that, in my judgment, the res- 
olution ought not to have been passed, I shall re- 
serve to myself the right to move a reconsidera- 
tion. 





The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed || 


for a third reading, and was read the third time, 
and passed, 


The PRESIDENT protempore. The hour has 
arrived for the special order, which is the Senate 
joint resolution No. 82. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I move to postpone all || 











EXTRA COMPENSATION TO EMPLOYEs. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


prior orders and take up the House joint resolu- 
tion No, 12]. 

Mr.GRIMES. What is that? 

The PRESIQENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
tion proposed to be taken up is a joint resolution 
(H.R. No. 121) granting additional compensa- 


| tion to the employés of the two Houses of Con- 


ress, 


Mr. HENDERSON. The resolution that I 


| desire now to call up is only in reference to the 
_employés of the two Houses of Congress. J will 


state for the information of the Senator from lowa 
that I do not desire now to press the consider- 
ation of the resolution against the views of the 


| Sengte, but I am very well satisfied that some- 


thing in some casesought to be done. Iam very 
wellsatisfied that additional compensation in some 
cases ought to be allowed, and the Senator, I ap- 
prehend, will agree with me in that. If, when the 
resolution is called up, as I believe it has not ever 
been sent to a committee, if it be desired by the 


| Senator from lowa or any other Senator to take 


that course, and to send it to a committee for ex- 
amination, and to include other employés of the 
Government in regard to whom it is absolutely 
essential that something should be done, I shall 
have no objection to that course. I am satisfied 
that additional compensation in some cases, not 
only here but in the Departments, will have to be 


| allowed. The Secretary of-the Treasury calls 


attention to the fact, and I think the time has 
come when we must all admit that some addi- 
tional compensation should be allowed in some 
cases, and therefore we had better either take up 
the resolution and perfect it here, or else send it 
to a committee and let it be examined. I haveno 
objection to either course. 

Mr. GRIMES. I have no objection to the 
joint resolution being taken up if the purpose the 
Senator desires to accomplish is to refer it toa 
committee for examination, but 1 am opposed to 


| taking it up for consideration by the Senate with 


a view to pass itatthis time. If the purpose of 
the Senator isto refer itto a committee, I have no 
objection to its being taken up; but this question 
of increasing compensation is a very broad one; 
and if we begin it in one Department, or with one 
man, it will have to run through all the employés 
of the Government. It ought to begin with the 
men in the field, with the soldiers and the sailors, 
and not with the men who are here receiving ten 
times their compensation as employés about the 
Capitol; and I prefer to see this subject, if it is 
to be touched at all, brought to the attention of the 
Senate from the committees representing the Army 
and Navy rather than from those that represent 
the personal friends of the Senators. 

Mr.COLLAMER. I desire to know whether 
it is proposed to take up the resolution for action 
by the body, or merely for the purpose of refer- 
ence. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I desire to call up the res- 


| olution for consideration now, but if the Senator 


from Lowa, or any other Senator, desires to refer 
it to a committee I shall make no opposition to 
that course being taken. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have no objection to 
taking up the resolution for the purpose indicated 
by the Senator from Iowa, but I am opposed to 
direct action on it at this time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on postponing the special order of the day, with 
a view of taking up the joint resolution indicated 
by the Senator from Missouri. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The House 
joint resolution is now before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. . 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


| by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 


the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 620) to 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1865. 
The bill was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 
FREEDOM OF SOLDIERS’ FAMILIES. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, (after a pause.) There 
seems to be no business before the Senate, and I 
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believe there was a sort of tacit understanding 
that no business of importance should be done to. 
day. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator withdraw 
that motion to allow a joint resolution to be taken 
up, Which was just now laid aside, so that it may 
not lose its place? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. If there jg 
any business that we can properly do now, let it 
be done. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to take up the unfin- 
ished business of yesterday. 

The motion was agreed to; and the considera- 
tion of the joint resolution (S. R. No. 82) to en- 
courage enlistments and to promote the efficiency 
of the military forces of the United States, was 
resumed as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate 
stands adjourned to meet on ‘Thursday, the 5th 
day of January next, at twelve o’clock, m. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 22, 1864. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


COAST SURVEY. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting the number and names of 
persons employed in the coast survey during the 
last fiscal year; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


EUROPEAN IRON-CLAD VESSELS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter of the Secretary of 
the Navy, transmitting, in compliance with a res- 
olution of the House of the 20th instant, the re- 
port made by Chief Engineer J. W. King, in 
relation to the iron-clad vessels and dock-yards 
of Europe; which was referred to the Committec 
on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


LAWS OF DAKOTA TERRITORY. 


The Speaker also, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the laws of the Territory of Da- 
kota; which were referred to the Committee on the 
Territories. 


TRADE WITH INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 


Mr. ELIOT, by unanimous consent, offered the 
following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House, if notinconsistent with the public 
interest, the report of Major General E. R. C, Canby, com- 
manding the military division of Western Mississippi, con- 
cerning the purchase by the United States of products of 
States declared to be in insurrection. 


BOARD OF ADMIRALTY. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, obtained the floor. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to a privileged 
question. I move a call of the House. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. Farnswortn] cannot move a call of the 
House while the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
Davis] is on the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I move that the 
bill for the creation ofa Board of Admiralty, which 
has been referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, be printed for the information of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. LAW. L ask unanimous consent to offer 
a resolution 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 must object until it 
be ascertained whether aquorum is present. When 
the House determined to adjourn to-day for two 
weeks, it did not mean that itshould adjourn yes- 
terday. 1 insist that we shall not do business 
here without a quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
objects; therefore the resolution of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Law] cannot be received. 

Mr.STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, unless there isa 
motion pending, I ask leave to offer the following 
resolution—— 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I object. 
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Mr. COX. I move that the House do now ad- 


ourn. ° 
: Mr. MORRILL. I understand that the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] desires 
to submit some remarks. I hope that my friend 
from Illinois will not — his objection. 

Mr.STEVENS. Idonotask any action upon 
the resolution. ‘ 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
objects. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do. We have no 
right to do business without a quorum. 

Mr. COX. I move that the House adjourn. 


MESSAGE EROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
passed a bill of the following title, in which they 
requested the concurrence of the House: 

An act (S. No. 367) to repeal the provision of 
the law requiring certain regents in the Smith- 
sonian Institution to be members of the National 
Institute. : 

ADJOURNMENT—AGAIN. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Cox] moves to adjourn. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. On that motion I de- 
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COX. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move a call of the 
House, and on that motion I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


the negative—yeas 13, nays 70, not voting 99; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Ancona, Cole, Eckley, Farnsworth, John 
Il. Hubbard, Amos Myers, Orth, Pike, Scofield, Spalding, 
Stevens, Williams, and Worthingtop—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Ames, Anderson, 
Ashley, Baily, Augustus C, Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Bax- 
ter, Beaman, Blair, Boyd, Brooks, Broomall, William G. 
Brown, Chanler, Cobb, Cox, Cravens, Henry Winter Davis, 
Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Dixon, Donnelly, Eden, Et- 
dridge, Eliot, Frank, Grider, Hale, Harding, Charles M. 
Harris, Higby, Looper, Asahel W. Hubbard, Kasson, Fran- 
cis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, King, Law, Le Blond, 
Longyear, McBride, McClurg, Samuel F’. Miller, Morrill, 
Daniel Morris, Nelson, Noble, Charles O’Neill, Pendleton, 
Pruyn, Samuel J. Randall, William Tl. Randall, John H. 


Rice, Shannon, Smithers, Starr, John B. Steele, Strouse, | 


Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, Townsend, Van Vaikenburgh, 
bile ec Whaley, Wilson, Windom, Winfield, and Yea- 
man—70. 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. James C,. Allen, Alley, Allison, | 
Arnold, Blaine, Bliss, Blow, Boutwell, Brandegee, James 8. | 


Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, Clay, Cof- 
froth, Creswell, Dawson, Deming, Denison, Driggs, Du- 
mont, Edgertons English, Finck, Ganson, Garfield, Gooch, 


Grinnell, Griswold, Hall, Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, | 


Herrick, Holman, Hotchkiss, Hulburd, Hutchins, Ingersoll, 
Jenckes, Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Julian, Kalb- 
fleisch, Kelley, Kernan, Knapp, Knox, Lazear, Littlejolin, 
Loap, Long, Mallory, Marey, Marvin, McAllister, McDow- 
ell, lelndoe, McKinney, Middleton, William H. Miller, 
Moorhead, James R. Morris, Morrison, Leonard Myers, 
Norton, Odell, John ONeill, Patterson, Perham, Perry, 
Pomeroy, Price, Radford, Alexander H. Rice, Robinson, 
Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Ross, 
Schenck, Scott, Sloan, Smith, Wiiliam G. Steele, Stiles, 
Thayer, Tracy, i 


A. White, Josepli W. White, Wilder, Benjamin Wood, 
Fernando Wood, and Woodbridge—99. 


During the call, 

Mr. ORTH stated that his colleague, Mr. Ju- 
LIAN, was confined to his room by sickness. 

Mr. HIGBY stated that Mr. nasnnande was 
absent on account of sickness. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of Lowa, made a similar state- 
mentin reference to Mr. ALuison. 


When the result of the vote had been an- 
nounced, 


Mr. FARNSWORTH said: Mr. Speaker, is 
there a quorum? 

The SPEAKER. A quorum is not in attend- 
ance, 

Mr. STEVENS rose. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentlemn will state it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. No quorum appeared 
on the last vote, and business is not in alee 

Mr. WILSON. I move to reconsider the vote 


by which the House refused to ordera call of the 
ouse, 


The SPEAKER. 


arrests business. 
Mr. CRAVENS. 
now adjourn. 


I rise to a question of 


I move that the House do 





Jpson, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Eliliu | 
B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Wheeler, Chilton | 
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No quorum being present || 








The House refused to adjourn, there being, on 
a division—ayes 37, noes 39. 
The SPEAKER. 
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| Samuel J.Randall, William H. Randall, John H. Rice, James 


The motion to reconsider | 


the vote by which the House refused to order a || 


call of the House has not been received generally, | 


although under the strict language of the rule it 
may be; for under the rules a motion for a call 
of the House may be renewed, like a motion to 
adjourn, after other business has transpired. 
Mr. WILSON. I withdraw my motion, and 
move that there be a call of the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. It is apparent that we can 


do no business, and I therefore move that the | 


House do now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, and the 
following members failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. James C, Allen, Allison, Arnold, Blaine, Bliss, 
Boutwell, Brandegee, James S. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, 


Freeman Clarke, Clay, Coffroth, Creswell, Dawson, Dem- | 


ing, Driggs, Dumont, Edgerton, English, Fenton, Finck, 
Ganson, Gooch, Grinnell, Griswold, Hall, Harrington, Ben- 
jamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, Hotehkiss, Mulburd, 
Hutchins, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Philip Johnson, William 
Johnson, Julian, Kalbfleisch, Kelley, Kernan, Knapp, 


Knox, Lazear, Littlejohn, Loan, Long, Mallory, Marcy, || 
Marvin, McAllister, McDowell, McIndoe, McKinney, Mid- | 
dieton, William H. Miller, Moorhead, James R. Morris, | 
Morrison, Leonard Myers, Norton, Odell, Patterson, Pen- | 


dieton, Perham, Perry, Pomeroy, Price, Radford, Alexan- 
der H. Rice, Robinson, Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, Jawnes 
8. Rollins, Ross, Scott. Sloan, Smith, William G. Steele, 
Stiles, Thayer, Upson, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Elihu 


B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Wheeler, Chilton | 


A. White, Joseph W. White, Wilder, Benjamin Wood, 
Fernando Wood, and Woodbridge. 


Mr. BEAMAN moved thatall further proceed- | 


ings under the call be dispensed with. 


Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa, stated that his col- | 
league, Mr. Auuison, was detained from the | 


House by illness. 


: a 
The SPEAKER announced that eighty-nine | 
members had answered to their names, three less | 


than a quorum. 


Mr. STEVENS. Probably we shall not be | 
It does seem un- | 


able to get a quorum to-day. 
kind, after we have granted so liberal an adjourn- 
ment of two weeks for the holidays, that gentle- 
men should not stay here, and that we should 
thus lose one more day. But I do not see any 
remedy for it, and I therefore move that the House 
do now adjourn. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I make no point of 


order, and | trust the House will not nm I | 
vania is | 


understand the gentleman from Pennsy 
desirous to speak to-day. 

Mr. STEVENS. I do not wish to speak un- 
less a quorum be present. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not aware how, 
after a call of the House and no quorum appear- 
ing, the matter can be waived by unanimous con- 
sent. 
send for the absentees or adjourn. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to say a word 
in explanation of the motion I made. The House 
was liberal when it agreed to an adjournment of 
two weeks for the Christmas holidays. Yesterday 
unanimous consent was asked by some member 
of the House that no business should be trans- 
acted to-day, and it was refused. We came here 
supposing there would be a quorum present for 
the transaction of business, and find that members 
have left. I think that the practice growing up 
is a bad one, that when we adjourn to a particu- 


lar day members regard it as an adjournment from | 
the day before and go off leaving the House with- | 


outa quorum. Itis unfair to the members who 
remain. It is unfair to the country. — 
Mr. WILSON. I insist on the motion that the 


House do now adjourn. 
Mr. SPALDING demanded epee and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 


the negative—yeas 22, nays 64, not voting 96; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Anderson, Cobb, Cox, 
Cravens, Denison, Dixon, Eden, Eldridge, Harding, King, 
Law, Le Blond, McBride, Nelson, Noble, Pike, Pruyn, 
Shannon, Sweat, Townsend, and Winfield—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Ancona, Arnold, Ashley, Baily, 
Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, 
Biair, Blow, Boyd, Brooks, Broomall, William G. Brown, 
Chanler, Cole, Henry Winter Davis, Thomas T. Davis, 


Dawes, Donnelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Farnswortlf, Frank, | 
Garfield, Grider, Charles M. Harris, Higby, Asahel W. Hub- | 


bard, John H. Hubbard, Kasson, Francis W. Kellogg, Or- 
lando xellogg, Longyear, McClurg, Samuel F. Miller, Mor- 
rill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Charles O’Neiil, Orth, 


The House is in that dilemmathat it must | 














| 


| Frank, Garfield, Hale, Charles M. 


8. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Smith, Smitifera, Spalding, 
John B. Steele, Stevens, Strouse, Stuart, Thomas, ‘Tracy, 
Van Valkenburgh, Williams, Wilson, Windom, Worthing- 
ton, and Yeaman—4. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. James C. Allen, Alley, Allison, 
Blaine, Bliss, Boutwell, Brandegee, James 8S. Brown, Am- 
brose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, Clay, Coffroth, Creswell, 
Dawson, Deming, Dumont, Edgerton, English, Finck, 
Ganson, Gooch, Grinnell,Griswold, Hale, Hall, Harrington, 
Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, Hooper, Hotchkiss, 
Hulburd, Hutchins, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Philip Johnson, 
William Jobnson, Julian, Kalbfleisch, Kelley, Kernan, 
Knapp, Knox, Lazear, Littlejohn, Loan, Long, Matlory, 
Marcy, Marvin, McAllister, McDowell, Mcludoe, MeKin- 
ney, Middleton, William H. Miller, Moorhead, James R. 
Morris, Morrison, Leonard Myers, Norton, Odell, John 
O'Neill, Patterson, Pendleton, Perham, Perry, Pomeroy, 


| Price, Radford, Alexander H. Rice, Robinson, Rogers, Ed- 
| ward H. Rollins, Ross, Scott, Sloan, Starr, William G. 


Steele, Stiles, Thayer, Upson, Voorhees, Wadsworth, 
Ward, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Web- 
ster, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. 
White, Wilder, Benjamin Wood, Fernando Wood, and 
W oodbridge—96. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


The question recurring upon the motion of Mr. 
Beaman, that all further proceedings under the 
call be dispensed with, it was put and decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. NOBLE. 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. By way 
of compromise, I have a suggestion to make. I 
would like to inquire of the Speaker whether it is 
not possible that we can go into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, so as to give 
to any gentleman who desires to speak the oppor- 
tunity to do so, with an understanding that afigr 
we come out of the Committee of the Whole no 
further proceedings of a business character shall 
be had in the House. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair will state that he 
is unaware of any mode by which the House, in its 
present dilemma, can proceed to do any business 
unless a quorum is present. Itis a constitutional 
provision that a quorum shall be present to do 
business, 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, Cannot 
we suspend the Constitution a moment or two? 
{Laughter. 

Mr. WILSON. I move there be a call of the 
House, and upon it demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. SPALDING. Upon that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
their Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
passed a joint resolution (S. No. 88) —— 
the sale, by sealed bids, of the lands of the Kan- 
sas and Sac and Fox Indians, in which the con- 
currence of the House was requestec. 


ADJOURNMENT——AGAIN. 


The question was then put on the motion to 
adjourn; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 45, nays 43, not voting 94; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Anderson, Baily, Bea- 
man, Broomall, William G. Brown, Chanler, Cobb, Cox, 
Cravens, Thomas T. Davis, Denison, Dixon, Driggs, Eden, 
Eldridge, Farnsworth, Grider, Harding, Hooper, Jenckes, 
Kasson, Law, Le Blond, Longyear, McAllister, McBride, 
Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Nelson, Noble, 
Pike, Pruyn, William H. Randall, John H. Rice, Smith, 
Stevens, Strouse, Townsend, Tracy, Webster, Wiison, 
Windom, and Winfield—45. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Ancona, Ashley, Augustus C. 
Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Blow, Boyd, Brooks, 
Cole, Heury Winter Davis, Dawes, Donnelly, Eckley, Eliot, 

Harris, Higby, Asabel W. 
Hubbard, Jobn Hl. Hubbard, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando 
Kellogg, King, McClurg, Amos Myers, Charles O’Neill, 
Orth, Samuel J. Randall, James 8. Rollins, Schenck, Sco- 
field, Smithers, Spalding, Starr, John B. Steele, Stuart, 
Thomas, Van Valkenburgh, Whaley, Williams, and Worth- 
ington—43. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. James ©. Allen, Alley, Allison, 
Arnold, Biaine, Blair, Bliss, Boutwell, Brandegee, James 
8. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, Clay, Cof- 
froth, Creswell, Dawson, Deming, Dumont, Edgerton, En- 
glish, Finck, Ganson, Gooch, Grinnell, Griswold, Hall, Har- 
rington, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holinan, Hotchkiss, 
Hulburd, Hutchins, Ingersoll, Philip Johnson, William 
Johnson, Julian, Kalbfleisch, Kelley, Kernan, Knapp, Knox, 
Lazear, Liulejoun, Loan, Loug, Mallory, Marey, Marvin, 
McDowell, McIndoe, McKinney, Middleton, William H. 
Miller, Moorhead, Jaines RK. Morris, Morrison, Leonard 
Myers, Norton, Odeil, John O'Neill, Patterson, Pendieton, 
Peram, Perry, Pomeroy, Price, Radford, Alexander H. 


I move that the House do now 
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Rice, Robinson, Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, Ross, Scott, 
Shannon, Sloan, Wiliam G. Steele, Stiles, Sweat, Thayer, 
Upson, Voorhees,Wadeworth, Ward, Elihu B. Washburne, 
William B. Washburn, Wheeler, Chiltou A. White, Joseph 
W. White, Wilder, Benjamin Wood, Fernando Wood, 
Woodbridge, and Yeaman—%4. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly, in pursuance to a concurrent resolu- 
tion of the two Houses, adjourned until the Sth 
day of January next. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 5, 1865. 

Prayer by Rev. B. H. Napat, D. D., of Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT (Len. H. Hamu) 
resumed the chair. 

The Journal of Thursday, the 22d ultimo, was 
read and approved, 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of War, 
in respouse toa resolution of the Senate of the 


19:h of December, 1864, calling for the re port of 
Major General Herron relative to the military de- | 


partment of Arkansas, stating that the report had 
not yet been received, The communication was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


Ife also laid before the Senate a letter of the | 


Secretary of the Treasury transmitting, in obedi- 
ence to Jaw, the report of Professor A. D. Bache, 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey, showing the 
progress of that work during the year ending No- 
vember 1, 1864. 

Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved, ‘That there be printed of the report of the Su 
perintendent of the Coast Survey for the year 1864 twelve 
handred extra copies for the use of the Senate, and three 
thousand copies tor distribution from the office of the Coast 
Survey. 

TERRITORIAL LAWS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a letter of the Secretary of the Territory of 


New Mexico, transmitting two copies of the laws 
passed by the Legislative Assembly of New Mex- 
ico at its last session, 
the Committee on Territories, and the other or- 
dered to be filed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented the peti- | 


tion of Mrs. P. J. Howard, praying that her hus- 
band, John Howard, a soldier, who enlisted, as 
she alleges, for two years, and is now held for 
three, contrary to the representation of the re- 
cruiting officers, may be discharged; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


ile also presented a telegraphic dispatch from || 


the Governor of the State of Nevada, transmitting 
a resolution of the Legislature of that State, ask- 
ing for the postponement of any action in refer- 
ence to the taxation and disposal of mineral lands 
or taxation of the mines, or the proceeds thereof, 
until the Senators-elect from that State [Messrs. 
W. M. Stewart and J. W. Nye] shall tke their 


seats in the Senate; which was ordered to lie on | 


the table. 

Mr. WADE presented several petitions of citi- 
zeus of Geauga and Lake counties, Ohio, praying 
fur the passage of the preamble and resolution 


offered by Mr. Chandler in the United States Sen- | 
ate, December 14, 1864, directing inquiry into the | 


expediency of enlisting an Army corps to watch 
and defend our territory bordering on the Cana- 
dian frontier; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. FOSTER presented a petition of Acting | 
s 5 | and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Assistant Surgeons in the United States Army, 
praying that they may be placed on the same 
fuoting as Assistant Surgeons of Volunteers, so 
tar at least as regards pay and allowances; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. 


Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of George | 
B. Cheever and others, citizens of New York, | 


praying for the passage of a law to secure a re- 
publican form of government, and abolish and 
forever prohibit slavery in the United States; 
which was referred to the select committee on 
slavery and freedmen. 

Mr. POMEROY presented a petition of George 
J. Stubblefield praying payment for chewing to- 


One copy was referred to | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


bacco delivered by him to the United States at 
Atlanta, Georgia, and issued to the army under 


General Sherman; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Claims. 


Mr. WILSON presented a petition of Major || 


General E. O, C. Ord and others, officers in the 
service of the United States with the army of the 
James, praying for an increase of pay to Army 
officers; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia. 

He also presented a petition of ordnance ser- 
geants stationed at the various fortifications with- 
in and around the city of Washington, praying 
for an increase of the pay of ordnance sergeants; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

He also presented fifteen petitions of officers in 
the service of the United States in the army of 
the James, praying for an increase of the pay of 
Army officers; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of James 


Guthrie, president of the Louisville and Nash- | 
ville Railroad Company, and D. Ricketts, pres- | 


ident of the Jeffersonville Railroad Company, 
praying for an amendment of the law authorizing 
the construction of bridges across the Ohio river 
so that their companies may be allowed to con- 
struct a railroad bridge at the head of the falls of 
the Ohio fifty-four or fifty-six feet above low-water 
mark, without the required span of three hundred 


feet, and that it be madea postal route for the Uni- || 


ted States mail; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. MORGAN presented a memorial of the | 
commissioned officers of the fourth brigade, first | 


division, twenty-fourth Army corps, praying for 


an increase of the pay of Army officers; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


and the Militia. 
Mr. HENDRICKS presented a memorial of a 


committee appointed at a meeting of the clerks | 


representing the several bureaus of the ‘Treasury 


Department, praying for an increase of salary; | 
| which was referred to the Committee on Finance. || 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CONNESS asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


369) for the relief of the occupants of the lands of |) act of July 4, 1835, act of July 20, 1848, the first section of 


| the mission of San José, in the State of Califor- |, 


nia; which was read twice by its title, referred 


to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered |} 
to be printed. 


Mr. CONNESS also asked, and by unanimous 


| consent obtained, leave to introducea biil (S. No. 
370) to amend an act entitled “ An act to provide | 
for the beiter organization of Indian affairs in Cal- || 


ifornia;’”? which was read twice by its title, re- 


ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and , 


ordered to be printed. 
Mr. CONNESS also asked, and by unnnimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill(S. No. 


371) to regulate the salaries of steamboat inspect- | 
ors on the Pacific coast of the United States, and | 


for other purposes; which was read twice by its 


| title, referred to the Committee ou Commerce, 


and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NESMITH asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (3. No. 
372) allowing mileage to the Justices of the Su- 


preme Court of the United States; which was || 


read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
373) to aid in the construction of a telegraphic 
line from St. Cloud, in Minnesota, to the British 
possessions; which was read twice by its title, 


Mr. FOSTER asked, and by unanimous con- 


_sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
| 374) supplemental to an act entitled ‘An act to 


enable the people of Nevada to form a constitu- 
tion and State government, and for the admission 
of such State into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original States;”’ which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 


_ Judiciary. 


CREDITS FOR NAVAL ENLISTMENTS. 


_Mr. GRIMES submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 





| form the Senate the number of men enlisted into the naval 
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service of the United States that have been credited upon 
the military quotas of the respective States,and upon what 
principles, in what manner, and upon what evidence such 
credits were made. 


COTTON CAPTURED AT SAVANNAH, 


Mr. FOSTER submitted the following resolu. 
tion; which was considered»by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
appropriating the avails of the sales of such cotton captured 
at Savannah as may be confiscated to the United States 
among the officers and men composing the army of Genera} 


| Sherman, on poncieies analagous to those adopted in the 


distribution of prize money in the naval service. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr.SHERMAN. | move thatthe prior orders, 
if there are any, be postponed with a view that 


| the pension appropriation bill may be now con- 


sidered. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R, 
No. 597) making appropriation for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1866, was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to appropriate the following sums for 
the payment of pensions for the year ending June 
30, 1866: for invalid pensions under various acts, 


| $4,000,000; for revolutionary pensions, per acts 
| of March 18, 1818, May 


15, 1828, June 7, 1832, 
third section ofactof July 7, 1838, March 3, 1843, 
June 17, 1844, February 2, and July 29, 1848, and 
second section act of February 3, 1853, $230,000; 
for pensions to widows, mothers, children, and 
sisters, under the first section of the act of July 


| 4, 1836, act of July 21, 1848, first section of the 
‘act of February 3, 1853, June 3, 1858, and July 


14, 1862, $7,000,000. 


Mr.SHERMAN. I am directed by the Com- 


| mittee on Finance ‘to offer the following amend- 


ment as a new section: 
“ind be it further enacted, That the following sums be, 


| and the same are hereby, appropriated to supply deficien- 


cies in the appropriations for the present fiscal year: 
For the payment of pensions under the acts of March 18, 
1818, May 15, 1828, June 7, 1832, the third section of the act 


| of July 4, 1836, July 7, 1838, June 17, 1844, March 3, 1843, 
| February 2, and July 29, 1848, and the second section of the 


actof February 3, 1853, $65,000. 
For the payment of pensions under the first section of the 


the act of February 3, 1853, June 3, 1858, and July 14, 1862, 
33,500,000. 


Before action is had upon this amendment I 
will ask the Secretary to read two letters explain- 


|| ing the reason of this very large deficiency in pen- 


sions, 
‘Lhe Secretary read, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Wasuinoton, December 10, 1864. 

Str: [have the honor to transmit to you, herewith, a 
copy ofa communication addressed to the Department on 
the 6th instant, by the Commissioner of Pensions, relative 
to the state of the appropriations for the payment of invalid 
and other pensions during the present fiseal year; from 
which it will be perceived that a large deficiency exists, 
which it is very desirable should be provided for at as early 
a day in the session as may be practicable. 

I have, therefore, the honor to recommend the following 
additional appropriations for the service of the present fiscal 
year, namely: 

‘To supply a deficiency in the appropriations for the pay- 
ment of pensions under the acts of March 18, 1818, May 
15, 1828, June 7, 1832, third section act July 4, 1836, July 7, 
1838, June 17, 1844, March 3, 1843, February 2 and July 29, 
1848, and second section act February 3, 1853, $65,000. 

Under acts first section July 4, 1836, July 21, 1848, first 
section February 3, 1853, and the acts of June 3, 1858, and 
July 14, 1862, $3,500,000. 

I have the honor ww be, with great respect, your obedient 


warrant, J. P. USHER, Secretary. 


Hon. Jonn Suerman, Chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, Senate of the United States. 
DEraRTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
PENSION OFrice, December 6, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to state that the additional com- 
pensation to agents for paying pensions provided by the 
act of June 30, 1864, (page 325,) is payable out of the ap- 
propriation for paying pensions allowed to soldiers in the 
revolutionary was and to their widows. 

The amount of appropriations under those acts remain- 
ing unexpended on the 30th day of June, 1864, was $171,- 
432 3). ‘The amount that has been already drawn from the 
Treasury to December 1, 1864, is $109,300, leaving for the 
service of the succeeding seven monils $62,132 31. 

Tt is estimated that there will be required for this fiscal 
year $230,000; making a deficiency under these acts the 
sum of say $65,000. 

‘The amount of unexpended appropriation to pay pen- 
sions, under the various acts, for widows, children, moth- 
ers, and sisters in the wars subsequent to the Revolution 


i, Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- || was, on the 30th day of June, 1864, $801,622 31. Add 
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